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and feel that it is an indefensible outrage on those 
reat principles of justice and equality which the 
Constitution was intended to secure. 

[came here tremblingly alive to the Wilmot pro- 
riso. I came to seek conciliation with the mem- 
bers of the North, and to entreat them to let this: 
pitter cup pass by. When Congress met I found 
agood feeling of brotherhood. 
stituents that the northern Whigs were much more 
liberal than we had been taught to believe; that 
they were the friends of the Union and the Consti- 
tution, and would not disturb the desired harmony 
between the Whigs of the North and the Whigs of 
the South on a mere abstraction. But, sir, how 
sadly have I been disappointed. There has been 
no member from the South who has not carefully 
abstained from the agitation of the slavery ques- 


tion. No voice from that region has been heard | 


on this subject. And yet day after day, when an 
opportunity has been afforded, we have been com- 


pelled to listen to set speeches against the institu- 
| 


tions of the South. 
of the honorable member from Ohio, [Mr. Boor,] 
delivered on the 15th of thie present month. 


institutions. 
and in such language of menace as left the impres- 


sion that the honorable speaker thought thatempty | 


threats were quite sufficient to intimidate what he 
was pleased to call “southern chivalry.” 

He says ‘*the strife between slavery and anti- 
slavery, free States and slave States, North and 
South,’’ is inevitable. ‘It cannot be avoided; it 
‘must come—aye, itis come. The note of alarm 
‘has been sounded in the North, and unless I mis- 


‘take the Pilgrim stock, you will find northern | 
‘obstinacy fully a match for southern chivalry. You | 
‘come better prepared; but Jonathan can wake UP, || 


‘and he will give you a lively tune, sir.” 

Again, the honorable member uses the following 
‘language: ‘* The old Whig guard are all ready. 
‘Those of the tribes of the Hurons and Eries are 
‘taking the war path, and the Medinas and Lorain 
‘sweepers have been out a year. Let them all 
‘trust in God and keep their powder dry.”’ 

What does the gentleman from Ohio mean by 
this haughty and vainglorious boasting? Does he 


think that the South are to be frightened from their | 


duty to their country and themselves by these 
empty menaces? ‘The proposition to exclude slave 
labor from the territories of the United States is a 
proposition to degrade the slave States—to render 
them inferior to the free States. Have gentlemen 
80 far mistaken the character of our people as to 
think they would for a moment submit to this? I 
regard it as a direct proposition to dissolve the 
Union. Great God! is there any man in America 
who wishes to dissolve this glorious Union? The 
time was when the prevailing sentiment was, “ blis- 
tered be the tongue that would speak of a disso- 
lution of the Union;’’ but now it is the familiar 
language of theday. Sir, we of the South cling to 
the Union as the ark of our safety; we fully and 
properly appreciate all its blessings. But all these 

lessings we will throw away rather than submit 
to degradation. I hope the gentleman is mistaken 


when he says the strife between the North and the | 
South is begun. I hope he is deceived when he | 


expresses the opinion that the North has already 
taken the war path; and I trust they are not keep- 


ing “ their powder dry” for their brethren of the 


South. But, after all, the gentleman may be cor- 
rect. He is highly intelligent, and ought to know 
the sentiments of the North. It may be true that 
they are already marching in “ the war path,’’ and 
are keeping their powder dry for the threatened 
conflict. If it be so, I would admonish this “ Pil- 
grim race’’ to leave the ‘‘ war path,” and turn to 


the paths of peace; to stay the arm which is uplift- | 


ed against their brothers of the South. I would 
fauuion them that they may have to encounter 
greater difficulties than were experienced at Ply- 
mouth rock. 
If friendly counsel and advice can have no effect, 
én, sir, I will resort to an argument that may 


35 


: . || a proper sense of duty. 
| regret, I deeply regret this state of things. My | 


attention could not fail to be attracted to the speech | 


( That | 
speech breathes nothing but hostility to southern | 
It was uttered in a tone of defiance, || 
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possibly have some influence. I will tell them 
candidly and frankly, that when they reach the ter- 
minus of the ** war path,”? which it seems leads to 
the South, they will find that every ten-year old 
boy will have the brawny and stalwart arm of a 
full-grown and gallant soldier, and that they will 
encounter none but Palmetto regiments. F 


I wrote tomy con-*\ Mr.SMART, of Maine, next obtained the floor, 


and addressed the House as follows: 

Mr. Cuatrman: [ shall not often ask your in- 
dulgence for the purpose of discussing questions 
that may arise here. But the motives of those 
who vote upon questions coming before this body 
are sometimes misconstrued and misrepresented. 
For this reason I feel it due to myself on the pres- 
ent occasion to explain and defend openly and 


frankly my own views concerning free territory | 


now in the Union, or such as will probably be ac- 
quired. When I have done this, I trust all will 

admit that the vote I intend to give in connection 

with this bill is the result of honest conviction and 
The discussion of the 
| question of free territory is proper on the present 

occasion, the subject being legitimately before the 
| House, as will be seen by reference to the twelfth 
section of the bill now under consideration. When 
an important question arises here, it is the duty of 
the Representative to look to his constituents, to 
ascertain their wishes, and to become a fearless and 
faithful exponent of them. I regard this myself as 
a paramount duty; and he who would question my 
right, as a@ representative upon this floor, to reflect 
| their will, can, in my judgment, have little claims 
to democracy. Such a man should be marked for 
reprobation by every one who would continue to 
this nation an independent representative Govern- 
ment. 

The most ample justification of the course I 
have marked out for myself, may be found in 
the virtual instructions of the State of Maine to 
her delegation in Congress, through her Legisla- 
ture, at its last session. These instructions are the 
latest indication of the wish of the people of Maine 
upon the subject under consideration that has 
come to my knowledge. I beg the indulgence of 
4 House while I read the resolutions containing 
them: 


f RESOLVES relating to the extension of slavery in newly 


acquired territory. 
Resolved, That Maine, by the action of her State Govern- 


honestly and cheerfully by the letter and spirit of the conces- 
sions of the Constitution of the United States; at the same 
time resisting firmly all demands for their enlargement or 
extension. 

Resolved, That the sentiment of this State is profound, 
sincere, and almost universal, that the influence of slavery 


is a moral and social evil; that it does violence to the rights 
of man as a thinking, reasonable, and responsible being. 
Influenced by such considerations, this State will oppose the 
introduction of slavery into any territory which may be 
acquired as an indemnity for claims upon Mexico. 

Resolved, That, in the acquisition of any free territory, 
whether by purchase or otherwise, we deem it the duty of 
the General Government to extend over the same the ordi- 
nance of 1787, with all its rights and privileges, conditions 
and immunities. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, 


the principles of the foregoing resolutions. 


It may not be improper to refer briefly to the 
passage of these resolutions, 
Hon. John W. Dana, having failed of an elec- 


and inaugurated as Governor of Maine in May, 
1847. 
| message to the two Houses of the Legislature. 
That message contained a strong, decided, em- 
phatic avowal of the principles contained in the 
resolutions I have just read. That portion of the 


select committee, who reported to the House the 





Governor’s sentiments in nearly his own words. 
|| After a very full discussion, the first resolution 
|; passed the House July 20, 1847, by a vote of 122 
| to 1; the second by 124 to 8; and the third by 126 
| to 6. 





message relating to free territory was referred to a | 


ment and by her representation in Congress, should abide | 


upon productive energy is like the blight of mildew; that it | 


Immediately after his election, he sent his | 
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passed by a vote of 17 to 8; but upon one of the 
others the Senate disagreed with the House, and 
by this disagreement the resolutions fell. Yet I 
regard these resolutions as virtual instructions. At 
all events, they are the latest and most definite in- 
dication of the feeling of the people of Maine upon 
the subject, and as such should be carried out by 
her Representatives. 

It may, however, be said, that these instructions 
should not be regarded, because they do not come 
to us precisely in a legal form. But, sir, no instruc- 
tions of a Legislature are legally binding. Neither 
Senators nor Representatives are legally bound to 
obey them. Yet, as an indication of the wish of 
the people, the Senators and Representatives of a 
State are under the strongest moral obligations to 
comply with the resolutions adopted by the Legis- 
lature of the State; nor is the obligation less, when 
each branch of the Legislature sanctions the same 
principle in a different manner. 

As an additional evidence of the feeling of the 
people of my State, I take the liberty to mention 
that Governor Dana, who had given great promi- 
nence and force to an argument in favor of free 
territory, though defeated the year previous, was 


triumphantly elected in September, 1847, by the - 


people. Let me say, then, if I need any justifica- 
tion for the stand I take, it may be found in the 


fact that Lam only complying with what is evi- 


dently the wish of a large majority of the people 
of Maine, and with what I believe to be the wish 
of the people of my district. Let me not be mis- 
understood. I by no means consider it necessary 
to put into this discussion any piea of justification. 


| T am happy to say, that my own views accord, 


fully, with thoseexpressed by the peopleof Maine; 
and the justice and propriety of their position, I 


| think, is very obvious. 


{ am aware it has been confidently asserted that 


public opinion has undergone a change unfavora- 


| ble to the freedom of our public domain. 


I think, 
Mr. Chairman, this will prove incorrect. 
Among the people of the State I have the honor 


| in part to represent, | have seen no evidence of 


such change. Neither the press of my State nor 
the action of conventions has afforded any such 


| evidence. 


\ 


cr But have we a right to extend the principles of the 
0 


rdinance of 1787 over any territory? 

With all deference to the opinions of others, I 
think we have. In opposition to the arguments 
of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Gayte,] 


| Tcontend that we have a right to extend the prin- 
| ciple of the ordinance of 1783 over other territo- 


ries. The ordinance of 1787 and its subsequent 
recognition by Congress under the present Con- 
stitution, and the act of March 6, 1820, prohibit- 
ing slavery north of 36° 30’, were most solemn 
assertions of this right. True, it has been recently 
held by high authority that the provision in the 
Constitution which empowers Congress to make 
“all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
territory belonging to the United States,”’ only 


refers to land, and that no power is thereby given 
| to legislate in relation to persons, and therefore 


and our Representatives requested, to support and carry out || 


Congress has no jurisdiction. But, sir, with all 


|| respect for these opinions, let me say that the pow- 
| er to lezislate for territories, and in relation to per- 
| sons, has been exercised ever since the ordinance 


tion by the people, was elected by the Legisiature, || 


| of 1787. I do not purpose to enumerate the aan 
l 


instances of the exercise of this power, but wi 
content myself with a reference to two acts of Con- 
gress in addition to those already alluded to. An 


'| act of Congress, aon March 26, 1804, provides 


| Loui 


that no slave shall be brought into the territory of 
zens of the United States. 
Here was a conditional prohibition of the introduc- 


tion of slaves into Louisiana by Congress. The 


|| other act to which I refer overrides a law of the 


resolutions I have presented, responding to the | 


Legislative Council of Florida. This act, passed 


|| June 30, 1834, repealed the act of the Legislative 
Council of Florida imposing higher duties on slaves 


belonging to non-residents than on those belonging 
to residents. Any attempt on the part of citizens 


_ or * persons” of Florida to enforce the act of the 


i They were then sent to the Senate, and the third | 


Legislative Council of that Territory was declared 


resolution, which adopts the ordinance of 1787, |' a penal offence, punishable by fine or imprisonment, 
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Mr. BOWDON. Will the gentleman give way? 

Mr. SMART. Certainly, sir. : 

Mr. BOW DON said the provision in the Consti- 
tution of the United States, article first, section 
ninth, referred only to territory in the United 
States at the formation of the Constitution, and not 
to territory since acquire d, 

Mr. SMART. Even if the construction of the 
gentleman is correct I will soon show that the 
General Government has jurisdiction over territo- 
ries independent of the arucle cited by him. 

Mr. S. continued. So far as I have been able 
to investigate, such legislation on the part of Con- 
gress has been sanctioned by the highest judicial 
anthority. The ground taken by some rentiemen 
would deny to Congress the right even to regulate 
the right of suffrage in any territory; it would 
deny to Congress the rightto throw the least pro- 
tection around the pioneer, who sacrifices many of 
the comforts of life to extend the area of civiliza- 
tion. A t¢ rritory is owned by the United States 
exclusively, and is inhabited by a small number of 
our fellow-citizens, too few to defend themselves, 
and yet Congress has no power to protect these 


men from the knife of the assassin, because it can- 
not legislate in relation to “ persons’’ in territories. 
Sir, in my opinion this is a doctrine so extraordi- 
nary that it will not generally obtain in the minds 
oi men. 

When the framers « f the Constitution crave 
power * to make all needful rules and regulations 
respecting territories,” they undoubtedly contem 
plated a settlement in the territories by “ persons” 
who would need *‘ rules and regulations.”’ If a 
territory is never settled, there would never be any 
necessity for rules and regulations. What rules 
could the framers of the Constitution suppose 
would be needed for mere land that has no refer- 
’ Butif the particular provis- 
ion in the Constitation to which T have alluded 
does not give the power to legislate for territories, 
no one doubts that the General Government may 
acquive territory. My friend from Alabama will 
not doubt this. The power, then, to govern such 
territory tll it is formed into a State follows as a 
matter of course. 

When the Government of the United States ac- 
quire 8 territory and does not get a title to the soil, 
it gets the power or right of exercising authority, 
the jurisdiction, or its gets nothing. Such power 
it holds until the State is formed, or until Congress 
delegates it to the people of the territory. If, then, 
Congress has the power or the right of exercising 
authority in territories, if it has complete jurisdic- 
tion, it can exclude slavery. ‘This, I believe, is 
admitted by the gentleman from Alabama, who 
preceded me in this discussion. This being so 
still, | think it is not expedient to embarrass the 
acquisition of territory with a condition about 
which there is a strong difference of opinion; but 
there are strong reasons for inserting in the pro- 
visions of any territorial government that may 
hereafter be formed a prolibition of slavery. 

But we are told by some, that the territories are 
the common property of the whole Union, and 
that all the citizens of all the States have a right to 
go to them with their property; that is, being tnter- 
preted, gentlemen owning slaves may hold them 
upon every square mile of soil not now within the 
limits of the free States, even in the face of the 
prohibition of Congress. Carry out the doctrine, 
and you assert that all the citizens of all the States 
are tenants in common, and then, by propagating 
slavery, you exclude both the tenants and their 
property in the free Slates as effectually as if they 
were excluded by law. But slaves are not regard- 
ed as property to tie extent that chattels are gener- 
ally. ‘Phey cannot be held as property in a free 
State, nor in a ‘Verritory made tree by the power 
having the jurisdiction for the time being. This 
was so regarded before the formation of the Con- 
stitution, when the famous ordinance was passed, 
and immediately after, when che provisions of that 
ordinance were sanctioned by Congress. The re- 
sult of this ‘peculiar’? doctrine would leave all the 
territories not now within the limits of the free 
States open to slavery. What, with such a re- 
sult, would be the comparative extent of the free 
and slaveholding sections of the Union? 

With the acquisition of California and New 
Mexico, our country will embrace an area of about 
2,600,000 square miles. Of this immense territory 
2,000,000 square riiles would be open to slavery, 
and less than 6V0,000 to freedom! 
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I leave this statement without comment. To | accepted and ratified the terns of annexation proposed 4 


state it is to exhibit its bald injustice. 

But it has been further impressively said by 
others, that the acquisition of Mexican territory 
should not inure to the benefit of one section (the 
free section) of the Union to the exclusion of the 
other. We are told that this acquisition bas been 
purchased by the common blood of the whole coun- 
try. Weare reminded that in this war have fallen 
the sons of the North and those of the South. 

We do not forget that Ransom, and Scott, and 
Hamer, and Hardin, and Lincoln, and Page, have 
fallen in similar struggles, with Butler, and Clay, 
and McKee, and Yell, and other noble sons of the 
South. 

This is, indeed, a strong appeal to the generosity 
and magnanimity of all, to do no wrong to any 
section; and, fully realizing the extent of the ap- 
peal, [think IT am justified in saying, thatif all the 
territory we acquire remains free, sull the South 
will be more benefited by the result of this war 
than the North. 

if this war had been commenced and prosecuted 
solely for the acquisition of territory, the appeal 
that has been thus plausibly made, would be en- 
titled to grave and serious consideration, especia!ly 
if it were proposed to settle the territory wholly 
by citizens of the free States. 

In order to view this question fairly, it is proper 
that we should inquire into the circumstances which 
led to the commencement and prosecution of the war. 
This country became involved in this war for the 
DEFENCE OF Texas, and to quiet our title to the 
territory of Texas, which was disputed by Mexi- 
co. Theextracts from the documents I shall read 
will prove this assertion beyond the cavil of any 
man. We annexed Texas (as I think we had a 
right to do) in spite of the threats of Mexico to 
make war upon us. 

A few extracts from the diplomatic correspond- 
ence with the Mexican Government will show the 
nature of those threats. In August 3, 1843, Mr. 
Bocanegra, Minister of Foreign Relations of Mex- 
ico, addressed a note to the honorable Waddy 
‘Thompson, which contains the following extract: 

"The Mexican Government will consider equivalent toa 
declaration of war against the Mexican Republic the passage 
of au act for the incorporation of Texas with the territory of 
the United States; the certainty of the fact being sufficient 
for the immediate proclamation of war.?? 

In November 3, 1843, General Almonte addressed 
a note to the Secretary of State of the United States, 
in which he declared, ** by express order of his 
‘ Government, that on sanction being given by the 
‘ Executive of the Union to the incorporation of 

Texas into the United States, he will consider his 

mission ended; seeing that, as the Secretary of 

State will have learned, the Mexican Government 

is resolved to declare war as soon as it receives 

information of such an act.”? - 

In addition to this, Mr. Bocanegra, in May, 1844, 
addressed an official circular to the French, Span- 
ish, English,and Russian ministers, informing them 
that if ‘T'exas was annexed, his Government would 
consider the act a declaration of war between the 
two nations, 

in consequence of these threats, and other in- 
dications on the part of Mexico, Texas became 
apprehensive that she might be attacked by the 
Mexicans, and expressed those apprehensions to 
our Government prior to her assent to the joint 
resolutions of the United States for her admission 
into the Union as a State. | now proceed to give 
the language of our Government concerning the 
apprehended hostilities. 

On the 23d May, 1845, Mr. Buchanan, Secre- 
tary of State, replied to Mr. Donelson’s despatches, 
dated the 6th of the same month, as follows: 

“ You state the substance of the note of the Secretary of 
Texas to be an earnest expression of the wish of the Govern- 
ment of Texas, that as soon as their assentis given to the 
terms contained im the joint resolutions for their admission 
as a State, the troops of the United States may be marched 
to some suitable point on the western frontier, for the pur- 
pose of guarding tbe inhabitants against Mexican or Indian 
imeursion, and of being employed within the territory of 
Texas for this purpose, should occasion require. 1 am in- 
structed by the President to inforni you, that as soon as the 
existing Government and the convention of Texas shall have 
accepted the terms proposed in the two first sections of the 
joint resolution for annexing Texas to the United States, he 
will then conceive it to be both his right and bis duty to em- 
ploy the army in defending that State against the attacks of 
any foreign Power.” 

In another letter of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Don- 
elson, dated June 15, 1845, he says: 


“The moment that the Convention of Texas shall have ,' 


| Sioekton will be ordered, with the fleet now under | 


| therefore deemed it proper, a3 a precautionary measure. ; 


the American Congress, the Preside nt, for the purpe 
defence, will consider her territory as belor ging to thet fale. 
States. You are, therefore, hereby authorized in that ¢ ote 
forthwith to send an «¢ xpress 10 Our cOIManNdine offi os 
the Sabine, communicsting to him the information med) 
will he directed to move to such points as yourself ayn. 
authorities of Texas shall deem most expedient, Ca ee 


er ¢ 


npte 
“y 


mand, (and other vessels of war will be attached af ™ 
repair to the mouth of the Sabine, for the purpose of a a 
porting the American troops to the positions where , 
shall in your opinion and that of these authorities po iti 
required, Similar orders will be issued, both to Our = - 
manding officer on the Sabine and to Captain sz, bien 
to be executed in ease the Convention shall be preyoyy 4 
from assembling, or be disturbed in its peacelul deljjon, 
tions Ly a Mevicun invasion,” §c. eae 


I will only add an extract from the Preside 
message delivered December 2, 1845: 

“Both the Congress and Convention of the peonle 
Texas invited this Government to send an army into that 
territory to protect and defend them against the ny prepa 
attacks [ofthe Mexicans.] The moment the terms oy ay. 
nexation offered by the United States were aceepted 4, 
Texas, the latter became so far a part of our own country ao 
to make it our duty to afford such protection and deteyes, I 


’ 


they 


nt’s 


of 


order a strong squadron to the coasts of Mexico, aye», 
concentrate an efficient military foree on the western frop. 
tier of Texas. Our army was ordered to take Position in 
the country between the Nueces and the Dei Norte, and ty 
repel any invasion which might be attempted by the Mexi- 
can forces.”? 

Mr. Chairman, our army took * position” 
agreeably to the ‘* order’’ of our Government, and 
while in the quiet occupation of the territory of 
Texas was attacked by the Mexican forces, and 
we became immediatelyeinvolved in war, as was 
apprehended by Texas and our own authorities, 

Is there, then, anything in these circumstances 


| which warrants the conclusion that we went to war 


for the acquisition of territory? IT repeat, we be- 
came involved in this war to defend Texas and to 
quiet our title to her territory. After the war com- 
menced, however, we did allege the non-payment 


| of the claims of our citizens by way of agerava- 


tion, and as an additional justification of the war 
on our part. But acquisition of territory was not 
the object intended to be gained, nor, in fact, is 
the greatest object gained by the war; that is a 
mere incident growing out of the war. Letus see, 
then, to whose benefit the greatest result of the 
war, the security of Texas, inures. The blood of 
the North, equally with that of the South, has 
watered the soil of Texas to obtain for it security. 
The treasure of the North, as well as that of the 
South, has been poured out for the same object. 
The whole nation has thrown its protection around 
Texas, and prosecuted a war to secure her against 
invasion; but that territory will never be a desirable 
field of labor for the free white man of the North, 
who ** earns his bread by the sweat of his brow.” 
The sons of the North have poured out their blood 
and spent their treasure, but they cannot dig on 
that soil by the side of a slave. 

Nearly four hundred thousand square miles of 
the best soil in the world inures to one section of 
the Union, while it is defended and its integrity 
secured by the common blood and treasure of both 
sections. [am aware that it may be said, to de- 
fend Texas was only a constituttonal duty, and 


_ nothing particularly meritorious; but let it be re- 
| membered, that Texas was annexed in the face of 


the threats of Mexico to make war upon us for the 
act. A large portion of the North, my own State 
among others, went for annexation, with a knowl- 
edge of these threats, and before Texas had any 
constitutional right to call upon us to defend her. 
We have stood by Texas before and after annexa- 
tion, cheerfully, generously; and yet its peculiar 
institution is a barrier to the settlement of it by 
our free laborers. 

Our new acquisition will amount probably to 


| about six hundved thousand square miles of land. 


A word as to its comparative value. A traveller 
who has lately written a description of California 
expresses the opinion that about two-thirds of that 
territory is susceptible of cultivation, Suppose 
one-half of the whole acquisition is such as can be 
cultivated; that would give for cultivation about 
three hundred thousand square miles of soil. What, 


then, is its comparative value, when considered 


with Texas? Sir, 1 do not wish to disparage this 
probable acquisition. I think it is as much as 
we had a right to expect from Mexico; but I am 
confident it contains vastly less soil fit for cultiva- 


_tion than Texas, and of much poorer quality. 


Now, the whole of Texas, acquired and defended 
under the circumstances I have mentioned, is open 
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there be any injustice In appropriating this new 
acquisition—this less valuable tract of country— 


t) those who do not wish to hold slaves? | must 
say, | think not. But, sir, there is even a stronger 
yiew of this question. If you admit slavery into 
this territory, the North is entirely excluded from 
it, If you admit it into half the territory, still 
itis an unequal division; because the South will 
occupy the slaveholding half exclusively, while 
their citizens will occupy the other half in common 
with those of the North. But if you make it all 
free, Lam prepared to demonstrate that the people 
of the South will enjoy its benefits to an extent 
equal with those of the North. : 
| have thus far spoken of this question as if 
Southern men had no interest in free territory; but 
I believe they have a deep interest in its preserva- 
tion. In 1787, the patriotic men of the South 
united with their northern brethren in prohibiting 
slavery in the ** Northwest Territory.’”? And upon 
that territory may be found at this moment an im- 
mense population that originated in the slavehold- 
ing States. The free States formed out of the 
« Northwest Territory’? are an asylum for the free 
white men of the South, who have gone there to 
earn their bread by the labor of their hands. Lam 
unable to state precisely to what extent the free 
West is enjoyed by those originating from the 
slaveholding States; but I will present the opinion 
of the Secretary of State of Indiana, contained in 
a letter written by him not long since. He says: 

“fam froma slaveholding State, (Kentucky,) and have 
resided in the Territory and State of Indiana near forty 
sears. * * * [think that the aggregate number of the 
inhabitants of this State may be estimated at about 800,009, 
and that more than one-half that number are from the slave- 
holding States. ‘his may be wide of the mark, one way 
or the other, as it is but eonjeeture. My own opinion is, 
sowever, that T have not stated the inhabitants from the 
slaveholding States as many as they are.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, if this opinion is correct, it 
would seem that the territory of Indiana has inured 
to the common benefit of both sections of the 
Union. 

But, sir, I have in my possession also an ex- 
tract of a letter from the Secretary of State of Illi- 
nois, which [ wish to put on record as an addi- 
tional evidence of the common enjoyment of the 
free territory of the West by the people of the 
North and South. In reply to a question as to the 
number of inhabitants in Illinois who originated 
in the slaveholding States, he says: 
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, those who may wish to hold slaves; and can 


“fam entirely without data to govern in answering the | 


sane. I have asked the question of our Governor and ex- 
Governor, aud omers, and the impression is, that about one- 
haltorthe present citizens of this State who have come from 
other States, Originated in the slaveholding States.’’ 

Of course [ do not regard these opinions as con- 
elusive; but coming as they do from gentlemen 
who have the best opportunity to form opinions 


upon the subject, I doubt not they are substan- | 


ually correct. 

In addition to the facts elicited by the extracts | 
have quoted, it is well known to every one that 
the people of the South are yearly appropriating 
to their use the free soil of the West. In proof of 
this, | prefer to avail myself of Southern testimony. 
The eloquent gentleman from North Carolina, 
(Mr. Curneman,] in a speech made some months 
ago, said: 

“A very large portion of the emigration from the old 
southern States goes into the free States of the Northwest. 


‘This, as T have observed myself, is eminently true of the 
North Carolina emigrants.”? 


I have undertaken, sir, to prove satisfactorily 


that should you preserve the territory you receive | 


from Mexico free, the South would enjoy the ben- 
efit of that territory to an extent equally great with 
the North. California and New Mexico are much 
nearer the slaveholding than the free States; and I 


think [can triumphantly ask if what has happened | 
in the settlement of Illinois and Indiana will not | 


happen to New Mexico and California? 


I do not, sir, pretend to speak for the South, but | 


Tam justified in taking this method to show that 


when the people of the North ask for the exclu- 
Sion of slavery in this territory, they are not at- | 


tempting to appropriate to themselves a monopoly 
of the territory. i think I have successfully done 
this. It is very evident that the territory, if free, 
would become an asylum for the poor but enter- 
prising men of both sections of the Union. Thus 
; far | can see no injustice to the South in securing 
freedom to the territory we acquire. 
The preservation of 


, Wisconsin, amounted to 9,732,702. 


/ was, however, prepared in haste. 











of justice to our own race. It is but an act of jus- 
tice to the free laborers of this whole country; and 
they have the power to prevent their exciusion 
from these new territories by an “ institution” that 
is revolting to them. They have votes that are 
necessary to the election of Representatives to 
Congress; and the toiling millions, who drive their 
teams ‘‘afield,’? who sweat in the summer’s sun, 
and expose themselves to heat and cold while labor- 
ing to support their wives and children, will look 
to it that land is provided for them, and those that | 
come after them, upon which they can labor with- 
out dishonor. 

But let me present another very important as- 
pect of this question. There is much greater neces- 
sity for additional free territory than for additional 
slave territory. ‘The population of the slaveholding 7 
States, in 1840, amounted to 7,336,751. These 
States cover an area of about 897,000 square 
miles. The population of the free States, including 
These free 
States cover an area of only about 470,000 square 
miles. To illustrate the relative position of the 
two sections of the Union ina different manner: 
the inhabitants to a square mile in the slaveholding 
States amount to eight, those in the free State 
twenty. The free States have less than half as 
much soil according to population as the slave- 
holding States, and that, too, of a poorer quality. 
This statement, I think, is nearly accurate. It 
We are some- ¥ 
times reminded of the aggressive policy of the | 
people of the North. Does this give evidence that 
they have pursued an aggressive policy? Does 
the statement I have made show that the slave- | 
holding States are crowded or pent ap, and in 
want of room? They have now perhaps eight or 
nine millions of inhabitants: when they have a 
population of ninety-eight millions, these States 
will be no more densely populated than Henrico 
county, Virginia, in 1840. 

When there shall be such an accumulation of 
slavehoKiing population, how incomparably more 
dense will be the inhabitants of the free section of 
the Union? We have the authority of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina [Mr. Crineman] for 


| asserting, that a very large portion of the emigra- 


tion from the old Southern States goes into the free 
States of the Northwest; and it is well known that 
a very heavy emigration from the Atlantic free 
States yearly reach the same destination. But I 
am particularly desirous of calling attention to the 
foreign immigration into the free territory of the 
Union. 
From the report of the Secretary of State to the | 
House of Representatives, enclosing a statement of | 
the number and designation of the passengers ar- 
riving in the United States on shipboard during 
the year ending September 30, 1847, is taken the | 
following recapitulation, viz: 


States. Males. Females. Sex not stated. Total. 
Maine.......... 3,436... . 2,870..... sis aladenbiiiede clei 
New Hampshire. ee Bevdcen * Vein vues 7 
Massachusetts.. .11,958..... 8,373......517.......- 20,888 
Rhode Island....  138..... Phteun ewe wiageave 207 
Conneciicut..... B.cves Dittnede iS kev nkiine 74 
PROP, Ws oan neta ce cgOulth<came 0 csccer coke 
PRUMOUTUOIIE, 0% SsVhhscces Gptarseses Phcoscecne Estee 
Maryland........ 6,968..... 5,050...... = sesccess 12,018 | 


Cl. A ee a, , 874 | 
South Carolina.. I19..... Warcnes % hinnens 164 
Georgia..... 4... Sedee a sitdenh heehee cbs th 
RRGcanscscs SOR hees ae ae A ca aeie aes 188 
Lowisiana....+.- D704. o. TABIG. 5 cee = wecvevee Dae 


a a La ee 








Total... .139,165.....99,325......939........239,480 





year, 239,480 emigrants arrived in the United | 
States. Where, sir, have these emigrants gone? Let | 
facts speak. It will be perceived that 187,549 land- | 
ed in the free States, and 51,931 in the slavehold- | 
ing States—34,803 of whom landed in Louisiana. | 
Now, it is fair to presume that one-half of those | 
landing in Louisiana go up the Mississippi, and | 
settle upon free territory. If this be true, 204,950 
Europeans have gone to the free States, and only | 
34,534 to the slaveholding States, during the last 
year. This statement does not, of course, include | 
the large numbers who have landed in the British 
rovinces, and gone from thence into the free 
tates. 
Mr. MEADE would ask the gentleman from | 
Maine, if he had inquired how many landing in | 
the free States had gone to Texas, &c. ? 
Mr. SMART replied that few could have gone 
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at present to only 149,000—much less than emi- 
grated to the United States in one year. 

Mr. BOWDON said that men from Maine and 
Pennsylvania had gone there, and two of them are 
Representatives on this floor. 

Mr. SMART said this might be so, and men 
from Maine might go to Texas, too, for other pur- 
poses than to cultivate the soil. But, sir, the bone 


and muscle, the real laborers, do not go there. \ 


When they emigrate, they stop at the borders of 
the free States as square as a mathematical line. 
This I know myself from personal observation, 
having resided in a slave State. Such is the case 
with Iilinois and Missouri. What I assert in re- 
lation to European immigration into the free States 
is corroborated by the southern press | find sub- 
stantially the following statements in the Charleston 
(South Carolina) News, taken from the Augusta 
(Georgia) Chronicle: 

* Nineteen-twentieths of these European emigrants of 
both sexes are laboring people. Nearly all of them settle iu 
the free States. Only eleven during the last year came to 
Georgia, and only eight hundred and seventy-four to Virginia. 
A large portion of those binding at New Orleans go up the 
Mississippi to the free States of Indiana, Hiinots, Ohio, 
lowa, and Wisconsin. The city of Buffalo increased in 
population ten thousand the last year, and Cincinnati now 


S lO numbers one hundred thousand. European immigration al- 


ready amounts to one million in four years; it will soon 
amount to one million per yeur.’’ 


In view of this tremendous influx of immigra- 
tion, nearly all into the free section of the Union, 
it is not difficult to see the necessity that will soon 
exist for additional free territory. Mr. Chairman, 
in view of all these facts, | regret to say there are 
those who think it too much to ask that Oregon 
shall be free! And let it be remembered that com- 
paratively a small portion of this immense terri- 
tory can ever be the abode of civilization. ‘Toe ex- 
pect, then, freemen to live on the bleak mountains 
of Oregon, (for | suppose slaves cannot live there, ) 
and lead a wandering pastoral life, and to surren- 
der the valleys to the “peculiar institution,’’ is a 
little too much for our present ideas of civilization, 
But, sir, if slavery be excluded from Oregon, I 
think | have shown that there is still much greater 
necessity for additional free than for slave terri- 
tory. 

Mr. Chairman, there are some individuals who 
wish to be considered the advocates of free terri- 
tory, and yet, by voting against any restriction of 
slavery, virtually vole to propagate 1 where it does 
not now exist. Such men gravely assert that sla- 
very will regulate itself, and that it will stop at 36° 
30’ precisely. Sagacious men, to discever how 
far this peculiar institution willgo, to anineh! But, 
sir, slavery will and does go upon new soils wher- 
ever it is permitted by law. It is found in Mis- 
souri much above 36° 30’. It has, indeed, regu- 
lated itself in Maryland and Virginia, and elsewhere. 
It has gone there; it has encumberéd those States 
for hundreds of years, and is not yetextinct. Sia- 
very passes into a territory, if permitted by law, 
provided the soil is as good as that of the Willa- 
mette valley, in Oregon, remains some five hun- 
dred years, exhausts the earth it encumbers, and 
then dies out. After this the poor white laborer 
may creep in. Is not thisa slow and degrading 

rocess in providing free territory for the white 
nae a men of our own race? 

Some gentlemen tell us also that the land in Ore- 
gon and California and New Mexico is too poor to 
be cultivated by slaves, and that slavery is prohib- 
ited in those territories by nature. Now, if gen- 
tlemen are sincere in this remark, it seems to me 


| they can have no objection to give it a legal sanc- 
This recapitulation shows, that during the last || 


tion. Are they unwiiling to say in the statute book 
of the nation that they will give this poor land to 
the use of the poor white man? If they cannot 
assert it there, we have reason to doubt if they say 
it seriously anywhere. 

It is stated also that if no action is taken by 
Congress the inhabitants will make the territory in 
question free when it is formed into States. Sir, 
this is a doctrine that ia net safe for the free la- 
borer. 

Prohibit slavery in the territories, and who will 
emigrate tothem? Free white laborers from the 
North, free white laborers from the South, and free 
white laborers from*Europe. Such men would 
always preserve the soil free. Leave these terri- 
tories open to slavery, and few of these men will 
go there. Persons owning slaves would go into 
the territories in sufficient numbers to wield the 
influence of the State and control its legisiauon. 


{| 
free territory is but an act. because the whole population of Texas amounted |! The only safety to the free laborer will be found 
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in the passage of a law prohibiting the introduction 
of slavery in territories now free. 

While { think I have shown that it is for the 
interest of all sections to secure freedom in our ter- 
ritories, | am confident it is a matter in which the 

eople of New England are deeply concerned, 

‘The comparatively barren soil of this section of 
our Union is fast being occupied, and thousands 
yearly emigrate from it to the far West. A large 
portion of the children of the present population 
will find it necessary to seek the cheap lands of 
that remote region. The moistened tear of affec- 
tion will witness their departure; a parent’s solici- 
tude will follow them; the bleasing of Heaven 
will be invoked in their behalf. Yes, sir, and the 
FATHERS in New England will demand of the men 
whom they send here that they give their voices to 
provide for their children an asylum as free as their 
own mountain home. Who, sir, will resist the 
demand? Not, Lt trust, any New Englander. At 
all events, sir, | can speak for one. My vote shall 
never be recorded in this House against the free 
laborers of this country, nor against their posterity. 

My views may differ from some of my political 
friends upon this floor, but I have felt it my duty 
to give them fully and freely. ‘That duty has been 
performed. Twill add that 1 shall most cheerfully 
vote for the restriction of slavery contained in the 
bili now under consideration, 


Liere the Cuaimmman’s hammer fell, announcing | 


the expiration of the gentleman’s hour. 

Mr. HILLIARD got the floor, and the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. McK AY, in pursuance of notice, introduced 
a joint resolution directing the heads of the several 
departments of Government to make their annual 
reports and have them printed immediately after 
the close of the fiscal year. Read and committed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, presented resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Maryland, in relation to 
W hitney’s plan of a railroad from Lake Michigan 
to the Pacific; in relation to the harbor at Havre 
de Grace; and in relation to the claim of General 
Baron de Kalb. Laid on the table. 

Mr. MEADE asked the general consent of the 


Committee of the Whole from the bill changing || 


the time for holding the district courts of the Uni- 
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ted States in the western district of Virginia, and | 


for other purposes, Objected to. 


Mr. HASKELL gave notice that, on to-mor- | 
row or on Monday next, he would introduce a | 


resolution in relation to the recent political events 
in France. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the | 


Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief | 


of Dr. Adolphus Wislizenus; for the relief of || 


H. Vogt; of | 


Charies Ahrenfeldt and John F. 
Lawrence Daley; of David Shepherd, of Isaac 


Shepherd; of A. C. Bryan and others; which bills 


were severally read and committed. 


Also, from the same committee, adverse reports | 
on the petitions of Sylvester Comora, R. P. Whit- | 


ney, Richard M. Adams, and William Fitzpatrick. 
Laid on the table. 


Aliso, from the same committee, the following | 
resolution, Which was read, and Jaid over under | 


the ruie: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish to this House at an early day, the information 
asked for by a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
passed on the 29th day of February fast, in relation to tise 
clerks required in the different bureaus.of the Treasury De- 


partinent, or to give the reason why the information has not 


been communicated, 


Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made | 
adverse reports on the petitions of Lewis D. Of- | 
field and Sarah A. Wirt, widow of John T. Wirt. | 


Laid on the table. 


Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 


reported bills to increase the efficiency of the reve- | 
nue marine and appropriating money to remove | 
the sunken rocks in the harbor of New York. | 


Read aiid committed. 


Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, | 
| reported bills to refund to Charles A. Kellet ton- | 
| nage duties and light money paid on the Chinese 

junk Keying, and to provide a custom-house at | 


Wiscasset. Read and committed. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
| referred the bill to provide for the ventilation of | 
| passenger vessels and for other purposes, reported | 
| the same back to the House with amendments; | 
| which bill was left on the Speaker’s table. 
| Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- | 

lic Lands, to which was referred the bill to reduce | 
| the minimum price of the Miami lands in Indiana, | 
| reported the same back to the House. Laid on | 
| the table. 
| Also, from the same committee, made adverse | 
| reports on the petition of citizens of the north- | 


western part of Ohio for a reduction of the price of 


the public lands on the Miami extension and the | 
| Wabash and Erie canals. Laid on the table. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the same 


committee, made a report on the resolution of the |, 
| House relative to extending the benefit of the boun- 
| ty-land system to officers of the army, and moved | 


| its reference to the Committee of the Whole House. 


A conversation ensued between Mr. EVANS || 


and Mr. COBB, of Georgia; and on motion of Mr. 

| COBB, the report was laid on the table. 
Mr. EVANS also, from the same committee, 
made a report on the petition of citizens of Mont- 
| gomery county, Ohio, praying that the American 
| soldiers of the army of Mexico who have become 


| officers may receive bounty lands, and moved its 


reference to the Committee of the Whole House. 


On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, it was laid on | 


the table. 


Mr. EVANS also made unfavorable reports on | 
| the petitions of Geo. McKay and of citizens of | 
| Fulton county, Indiana, for a grant of land in lieu | 
| of a certain 16th section for sehool purposes. Laid 
House to enable him to move to discharge the || on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same commit-. | 
tee, reported a bill to attach a portion of the north- | 
western land district, Louisiana, to the Red river | 
| district, Louisiana. Read and committed. 


Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, asked that said committee | 
| be discharged from the further consideration of a 
|, memorial in relation to a distributing office at Elk- | 
ton, Maryland, and that it be laid upon the table. |, 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, the |, 
report was committed to the Committe of the || 


Whole. 
And then the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following memorials and petitions were 


| presented under the rule, and referred: 


Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, re- | 
— bills for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of | 
ichmond, Virginia; and of Almedus Scott. Read | 


and committed. 


Also, from the same committee, made adverse | 


reports on the petitions of Manuel Hoover, Isaac | 
King, of Missouri, in behalf of J. E. Ball and G. | 
J. Wasson, heirs of William Hudson and William | 


D. Gibson. Laid on the table. 
Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 


bills for the relief of the widow and children of | 


Colonel William R. McKee; of Captain Dan 
Drake Henrie; of Major John P. Gaines; and of 
Sally Knowhon, widow of Elijah Bragdon, de- 
ceased; which bills were severally read and com- 


mitted. 


| 


By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of citizens 


of the counties of Cajhoun and Kalamazoo, Michigan, for a || 


mul route trom Batile Creek, in the county of Calhou 


} n, to | 
Schoolcraft, in the county of Kalamazoo, via the Steam Mill, | 


| on Section 8, in the town of Le Roy; thence, by the moat 


of the town of Wakesiuna, and through the town of Brady, 
| in the county of Kalamazoo atoresaid. 


By Mr. HUNT: The petition of 167 citizens of Orleans 
county, New York, asking that the public lands be divided | 


into small farms and made free for actual setuers. 


By Mr. MULLIN: The petition of U. B. Johnson and | 
others, citizens of the county of Jefferson, New York, pray- | 


ing Congress to prohibitany further sales of the public lands ; 


and that they be given to actual settlers, in small quantities, | 
with leave to seil the same to others not owning such lands. || 
By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Eben Ritchie Dorr, | 


praying compensauon as acting chargé d'affaires in Chili. 


By Mr. MORSE: ‘The petition of John D. ‘Tucker and 98 | 
others, praying for the establishmentof a post route in Louisi- || 


ana. 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of U. D. Kellogg, Henrv 
Carlisle, and others, citizens of Newton Falls, ‘'rumbull | 


county, Ohio, remonstrating against the renewal of the pat- 
tent of Jethro Wood's cast-iron plough. 
By Me. STARKWEATHER: A remonstrance, signed by 


William Comstock and 175 others, of Otsego county, New | 
York, agaimst the renewal of the patent for the cast-iron | 


plough granted to Jethro Wood. 


By Mr. TUCK: The petition of John Emerson and 119 | 


others, praying that Congress may pass alaw emancipating 


Etiza Herbert and Caroliue, her daughter; and to refund the | 
money to the purchasers On a sale in favor of the United | 
| States. Also, the petition of E. J. Chase, to inquire into 


revenue orders. Also, the remonstrance of Aaron Davis 
and 42 other citizens of Keene, New Hampshire, against an 
extension of the patent of Jethro Wood. Also, the petition 


directroute, to the centre of Section 4, in the town of Athens, | 
in Calhoun county ; thence west, through and nearthe centre | 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


citizens of Mas 

praying that Congress will inquire into the const 
of slavery in the United States. Also, the 
Jay and others, of Indiana, to withhold ft 
earry on the Mexican war. 

| By Mr. BINGHAM: A petition for the estab} 
mail-route from Dexter to Howell, in the State 
Also, the petition of C. L. Thompson, of 
on account of a mail contract. 

| By Mr. CHAPMAN: The petition of 35 masters of vesse} 
and 22 owners and others, asking for a light-house on Bia, . 
iston’s Island, in Potomac river. Also, the memorial of the 
German Catholic St. Joseph’s Society, asking an act of j 
corporation. Also, the petition of 8 merchants, masters of 
vessels, and others, asking for the construction of a light 
house on Blackiston’s Island. em 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The Petition of 
Joshna Russell, of Greene county, Pennsylvania. Praying t 
be placed on the invalid pension roll. Also,a petition pray 
ing that the first and second regiments of Pennsylvania vc. 
unteers now in Mexico, in consideration of their reduorg 
numbers and of their arduous and distinguished services be 
honorably discharged. : 

By Mr. POLLOCK: The petition of Thomas Molynew 
and 12 others, citizens of Sullivan county, Pennsylvania 
praying for the establishment of a mail-route from Witlians. 

| port, Lycoming county, by way of the valley of the Loyal. 
sock creek, to Cherry, in Sullivan county, Pennsylvania 
Also, the petition of William Bartley and 59 others, praying 
for the establishment of the said mail!-route. Also, the e 
tition of George D. Jackson and 15 others, praying for the 
saine. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The remonstrance of citizens of 
Groveland, Livingston county, New York, against the re. 
vival of the patent for Jethro Wood’s cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The memorial of 
Charles Lee Jones, of the city of Washington, asking redresa 

, for certain grievances connected with a battation of volun- 
teers now in Mexico. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Alfred F. Ran. 
dolph, of Genoa, De Kalb county, Ilinois. Also, the p»ti- 
tion of citizens of Jackson Creek, Will county, Illinois, foy 
| & mail-route from Joliet, to Lafayette, Indiana. Also, the 

petition of D. Skidmore and 105 others, from Seneca Falls, 
New York, in favor of land reform. Also, the petition of 
Joseph Hobbs, of Buseaw, for an extension of the benefits 
of the bounty-land Jaw. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, March 28, 1848. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Minesota, asking that the limits of that 
Territory may be defined, and a territorial govern- 
ment organized; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition from citizens of 
Livingston county, New York, asking an investi- 
gation into the conduct of Colonel Childs, Govern- 
or of Jalapa, in forcing American soldiers to do 
homage to the Catholic Host at the peril of their 
lives; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, from Mehitable Gibbs, widow of a revo- 
| lutionary soldier, for a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 


| Mr. CAMERON presented a petition from Eli- 
jah McDougall, asking to be allowed a pension; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a joint 
resolution of the Legislature of that State, in favor 
| of an appropriation for the improvement of the 
| harbor of Havre-de-Grace; which was referred to 
| the Committee on Commerce. 
_ Also, from Charles Lee Jones, setting forth the 
manner in which he was induced to raise a corps 
of volunteers in the District of Columbia, as he 
alleges, on the faith of the Executive that he should 
have the rank of lieutenant colonel, with the com- 
mand of the corps, and of the course subsequently 
pursued to him, by which he was prevented from 
obtaining the promised rank, after expending his 
energies and means in raising the corps, and pray- 
| ing the appointment of a committee to investigate 
his case; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Military Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. i 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit 
| tee on Military Affairs, reported a bill to provide 
a military asylum for the relief and support of 
invalid soldiers of the army of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time. ; 
| [The first section providesthat the Secretaries of 
| War and the Treasury, and Adjutant General of the 
Army, constitute a Board of Commissioners to reg- 
ulate and govern the same. All soldiers serving 
twenty years, or who may be rendered unfit for 
_ service through wounds or disease, to be admitted 
to the privileges of the institution( if such disabil- 
| ity be not occasioned by misconduct. No deserter, 
| mutineer, or habitual drunkard will be received 
without sufficient evidence of reformation as the 
commissioners may deem sufficient. Any soldier 
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admitted who shall recover his health (being under 
fifty years of age) shall be discharged. Nosoldier | 
convicted of any serious crime since he entered into } 
the service can be admitted, It deducts from the || 
pay of every soldier (regular or volunteer) twenty || 
cents per month in support of the same. | 


Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on Military || 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Daniel Wil- || 
‘ i . . | 
kinson, accompanied by a report. The bill was || 
read a first time. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of || 
Claims, reported the following House bills without || 
amendment, and recommended their passage: | 

An act for the relief of Reuben Perry and Tho- 
mas P. Liggon. 

An act for the relief of Stalker & Hill. 

An act fer the relief of Bennet M. Dell. 


The House bills lying on the Secretary’s table 
were read twice and referred. 


On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- || 
surncted to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
| 

| 

' 

| 


forthe punishment of such persons as may surreptitionsly | 
obmin and make public any confidential conmunication | 
made by the President of the United States to the Senate | 
previous to the removal of the injunction of secrecy. 

! 


On motion of Mr. CAMERON, 

Resolved, ‘hat the President of the United States be re- 
quested 10 Communicate to the Senate a copy of the instruc- 
tions from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil to Mr. 
Leal, the Brazilian Chargé d’Affaires at Washington, under 
date of the 31st of May last, and by him communicated to 
the Department of State, of the notes of Mr. Buchanan to 
Mr. Leal of the 20th August and 15th November last, and of 
the documents therein referred to: Provided, That in his 
opinion the communication can be made compatibly with 
we public interest. 

Mr. CAMERON explained that a portion of 
this correspondence had been already communi- 
cated, and that the residue, now called for, was 
necessary to a proper understanding of the case. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the allowance of bounty land to Gilbert 
Dudley, late a regular soldier in the United States army, 
and honorably discharged therefrom. 


Mr. WESTCOTT briefly called the attention 
of the Senator from New York, who was a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
with whom he had had some conversation on the 
subject, to the case referred to in his resolution. 
A minor by the name of Gilbert Dudley, belonging 
to the State of New Jersey, had enlisted some 
years ago, and had been with General Taylor in 
all his glorious and well-fought battles, and had 
distinguished himself on several occasions. He 
had been honorably discharged only nine days 
before the passage of the act granting bount 
lands, and under this view of the case, Mr. W. 
thought he ought to be entitled to the benefit of 
the act. Mr. W. had no doubt there might be 
others placed in the same predicament who were 
likewise entitled to like privileges. 

The resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to furnish the Senate with any information that 
he may possess touching the superior merits of the repeating 
firearms invented by Samuel Colt; and that he be further 
requested to submit his opinion as to the propriety of pro- | 
viding for the more general adoption of‘the aforesaid arms 
by the United States for the protection of the Mexican and 
ludian frontiers, either by procuring a full supply from the 
inventor, or by the purchase from the inventor of the right 


to allow the aforesaid arms to be constructed at the Govern- 
nent armories, 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the resolution 

adopted yesterday permitting Mr. Palmer to add 
to his commercial report on the state of Siberia, 
&c., was reconsidered, and the resolution was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Library. 
_ Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, reported against the printing of the petition of 
Midshipman Rodgers. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, the unfavorable report 


= the petition of Gustavus Dorr was recommit- 
ed. 


THE CALIFORNIA CLAIMS. 


On motion of Mr. CASS, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to ascertain and 


liquidate the claims arising out of the capture of 
California. 


Mr. CASS said the object of the bill was ex- 
plained by the title. The evidence which had been 
‘rought before the Military Committee showed 
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— 


| of unliquidated debt, in the form of claims, which | 


for the purpose of settling claims connected with | 
the occupation of California. The only mode of 
accomplishing this was to send out a commission 
to ascertain and pay the claims. He briefly touched 
on the part which Colonel Frémont had taken in 
the occupation of California, and the consummate 
skill and courage which he had evinced in an ex- 
pedition teeming with extraordinary and romantic 
interest. 

On motion of Mr. DIX, who stated that it was 
the desire of the chairman of the Committee on Fi- | 
nance to pass the loan bill to-day, the bill was then 
passed over informally. 


THE LOAN BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to authorize | 
a loan of sixteen millions of dollars. | 

Mr. PHELPS rose and addressed the Senate. 
Dry as the subject of finance is, he did not expect 
to throw any charm upon it: he would only treat 
if asa matter of business. There were three as- 
pects in which the bill was to be considered : 
do our expenditures agree with our income; what 
is the condition of the treasury in reference to its 
means and resources; and what are the available 
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read an extract from a New York paper as to the 
market price of dry goods, to show that no exten- 
sive importations would be likely during the present 
year, the stock on hand being unusually heavy. If 
the spring importations do not come in, what is to 
make up our revenue for the next year? 

Excessive importations he deprecated, as tend- 
ing togreatcommercial distress, and forming a very 
improper ground for the congratulations which the 
Secretary had expressed in his report. ‘They led 
to the creation of a foreign debt, to private bank- 
ruptey, and to a long train of evils. Our recent 
prosperity is entirely to be attributed to excessive 
exports, which are not likely to continue. The 
favorable change we have witnessed is not refer- 
able to any legislation on our part. Itis the result 
of circumstayces which have been independent of 
any wisdom on our part. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 


| grossed, and the bill was read a third time. 


On the demand of Mr. HALE, the yeas and 


} nays were ordered on the passage of the bill. 


How |! 


means in the treasury to meet its engagements? || 


In the remarks he had previously made, he had | 
endeavored to show the condition of the treasury. 
He had a 


be negotiated as debts, as he desired to show all 


| the obligations of the treasury. The chairman of 


the Committee on Finance took a different course— | 
his object being to show all the available means of | 


the treasury. He then went on to explain the dif- 
ferent process of reasoning which each had adopted, 
by which they had arrived at results which seemed 
to be contradictory. 

As to the amount of our public debt, he looked 
upon it as not capable of being exactly ascertained. 
Its minimum may be fixed, but its maximum is to 
be determined by events to occur hereafter. He 


had made calculations on the subject, the details || 
The | 


of which he read from a paper before him. 
actual debt he estimated at nearly ninety-three mil- 
lions. Looking forward to the termination of the 
war, at some period, he added twenty millions, | 
which would make the minimum of one hundred | 





and thirteen millions: what the maximum may be, | 
no one can tell. By another mode of calculation, | 
based on the Secretary’s estimate, he made the 

aggregate of one hundred and seven millions. In | 
this calculation, he had only included liquidated | 
debt. It was impossible to calculate the amount 


will come in on us to an extent which cannot be 
estimated. We have already passed a bill to raise 
ten thousand men, the expense of which is not taken 
into the estimates of the Secretary. Another bill 


is on our tables for the raising of twenty thousand | 
volunteers; and for these, not a cent is estimated. |; 


Then there are the land bounties, the pensions, the 
miscellaneous claims, losses, contracts, &c. 

He referred to a claim,a report on which had 
been made and laid on the tables of Senators, which 
looked to compensation for summer and winter 
clothing, cotton shirts, boots and shoes. He knew 
not, if claims of this kind were to be made good, 
where our expenses would stop. 
come in for losses of horses and mules. We had 


Claims would || 





some experience of this sort of claim in our Indian 
wars, which had shown that Congress was the best 
market in the world for horses and mules. He 
believed that our debt could not at this moment be 
less than one hundred and fifty millions. 

In reference to certain errors which had been 
charged against some of his former statements, he 
expressed his entire willingness to receive correc- 
tion. But if he had erred, he had the consolation 
of being in very honorable company; for the errors 
of the Secretary had attracted general observation. 
It was of the utmost importance to approximate as 
nearly as possible to accuracy in estimating the 


ing years. In his estimate on this point, he had 
been charged with error. He was not convinced 
of error by this statement. On the contrary, he 
believed the result would not falsify his calcula- 
tion. It had been said that the receipts to this 
period exceeded what he had estimated for the 
year. 
receipts, but attributed it to circumstances whic 

had ceased to operate, and which were not likely 


the necessity for the measure proposed by this bill |! to return. Importations would soon fall off. He 


receipts and expenditures of the current and com- 
! 





He admitted the fact of the ees ors 4 ] 


| 


| 
charged all the loans about to || 


The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Bell, Berrien, Breese, Butler, Caineron, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Davis of Missis-ippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Doug- 
las, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Jobuson of 
Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, Lewis, Mangum, Miller, 
Moor, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, West- 
cou, and Yulee—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, and Hale—92. 


Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, offer a joint resolution, and, in order that 
it might be understood, he would read it. Mr. A. 
then read the following: 

Resolved, ¥c., That, in the name and behalf of the Ameri- 


| can people, the congratulations of Congress are hereby ten- 


dered to the people of France upon their success in their 
recent efforts to consolidate liberty by imbodying its prin- 
ciples in a republican form of government. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 


| he is hereby, requested to transmit this resolution to the 


American Minister at Paris, with instructions to present it 
to the French Government. 


On motion of Mr. CAMERON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


| and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
| reonened, and 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 29, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. CHASE rose to a privileged question, and 


moved the following resolution, which was read 


and agreed to: 

Resolved, That James Monroe, who contests the seat of 
David 8. Jackson, have leave to be heard in person at the 
bar of this House. 


Mr. SLINGERLAND gave notice that on to- 
morrow, or at an early day thereafter, he would 


| ask leave to introduce a bill to give to actual set- 





| 


| tlers the benefit of limited quantities of the public 


lands for a nominal compensation, and to prevent 
speculation in the same. 

On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, the bill to autho- 
rize a loan not to exceed the sum of sixteen mil- 
lions of dollars, which was this day returned from 
the Senate with sundry amendments, was referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked leave to offer the fol- 


lowing resolution: ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be instructed to inquire into the propriety and itm- 


portance of having the gas lantern, with the fixtures apper- 
|| taining thereto, erected over the central dome of the Capitol, 
| properly protected with a lightning-rod, or of having the same 
|| immediately removed. 


Being objected to, the resolution was not re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the consideration of the memorial of Robert 
Mills, relative to a new route to the Pacific Ocean, 
with a plan for the transportation of despatches to 
Astoria, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill further to amend 
the judicial system of the United States. Read 
and committed. 


‘SOLDIERS’ BOUNTY LANDS. 
Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to amend an act entitled 
*¢ An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
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military force, and for other purposes;”’ which was 
read twice, 

Mr. FRENCH asked that the bill might be put 
Upon Ils passage. 


Mr. FARAN wished that the bill should be 


amended so as to obviate an evil which had oc- | 
curred from the construction of the existing law. 


The Commissioner of Pensions, Mr. F. was in- 


formed, had refused certificates for bounty land to | 


volunteers, who, having performed their tour of 
duty and returned from Mexico, had, at their own 


request, been discharged in some cases three or | 


four days, and in some even a day before the ume 


at which they would regularly have been dis- | 


charved according to the terms of their mustering | 


Mr. I. 


into service. 


considered this a great in- | 


justice to these men, and a palpable violation of the | 


spiritand intention of the law. 


mere matter of personal convenience, they had 
asked for a discharge some two or three days be- 
fore the ume, in some cases because it was easier 


These men had | 
honorably fulfilled their duues, and the country | 
had no further need for their service; and as a | 


for them to reach their homes than if they had 


gone to New Orleans to be regularly discharged 
with the other volunteers. Ought they, on such 
a ground as this, to be deprived of the reward 
which their country had provided for their ex- 
posure, privations, and all the hardships they had 
endured ? 

Mr. HARALSON thought it would be well that 
the bill should be referred to one of the standing 
committees of the House. Mr. H. had not fully 
understood the bill as read at the Clerk’s table: and 
with a view to having it examined with the care it 
ought to receive, he would move that it be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FRIENCH said, that this bill had been re- 


ported by the Committee on the Judiciary: its || he was understood to express the opinion that it 


provisions had undergone all the consideration 
which was due to its importance, 
explained them. 

Mr. HARALSON, understanding that the bill 
had been considered by the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, withdrew his motion to commit. 

Mr. WHITE renewed the motion to refer it to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, 

But the motion did not prevail, 

Mr. COBB inquired of the Chair, how many 
committees of the House had reported this bill? 
Had it not been made the special order for a par- 
ticular day? 

The CHAIR was understood to reply, that a 
bill had been reported on the same subject. 

Mr. COBB (resuming) observed, that a bill like 
this had been reported by the Military Committee; 
another by the Committee on Public Lands; and 
now it eame from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. EVANS made some further explanations 
as to the bill, and the difference of hia understand- 
ing from that of Mr. Frencn as to the construction 
of the law granting bounty land to volunteers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, observed, that 
the fact that so many committees had reported this 
bill, and all were in favor of its passage, presented 
a very sirong presumption that its provisions were 
proper, and that it ought to become a law. None 
of the bills reported was precisely identical with 


Mr. I’. briefly || 
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must lose his land; that because he had been made 
an officer he must be worse off than if he had _re- 
mained a private? How could such a proceeding 
be reconciled with common sense? He hoped that 
gentlemen would not, by referring the bill from 
committee to Anumittee, and by heaping amend- 
ment upon amendment, destroy the bill. Yet that 
was sure to be the result of such a course as some 
gentlemen seemed inclined to pursue. If gentle- 
men were not walling to let it be put at once upon 
is passage, let it be passed by sections, piecemeal, 
If it was again to be referred, other business would 
thrust it aside, and the session might pass away 
without anything being done. He trusted no fur- 
ther obstacles and delays would be interposed, wut 
that the bill might be passed at once. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, remarked that this 
was a matter which he had before invesugated, 
having had the honor to report a similar bill from 
the Committee on Public Lands, as would be re- 
membered by the House. It was evidently proper 
that this act should be passed, and not be clogged 
with amendments incorporating other provisions. 
He was extremely sorry, as he had been on a 
former occasion, that his friend from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Pottock] desired to provide in this vill for 
the case of the volunteers in the war of 1812—a 
class of men, by the way, which did not exist at 
all, for there were no volunteers in the war of 1812. 
dutif there had been, they should be provided tor 
by a separate bill, If the bill now reported from 


| the Committee on the Judiciary provided fully for 
| the cascs of promotion from the ranks, he hoped 


the House would pass it atonce. He had no par- 
ticular desire to press the bill he had reported. He 


| presumed the Committee on Military Affairs had 


| no particular desire to press this bill. 


| for the reading of the bill; and it having been read, 


would meet the cases for which it was intended, 
and that it should pass. 
Mr. HARALSON said he apprehended that he 


would not be accused of opposition to the objects 


| to be attained by some one or other of these bills. 


| the special order for Tuesday next. 


| amined at once. 


‘Two of them had already been reported and made 
Now, he 
submitted whether it would not be best to make 
this bill the special order for the same day? Let 
them all come up, and let the whole matter be ex- 
He moved to make the bill the 
special order for Tuesday next, and demanded the 


previous question, 


i 


this, yet the provision for the benefit of privates | 


who had been promoted to commissions for good 


them all. 


would have done had they remained in the ranks, 
: 
seemed to be nearly unanimous, 


To judge of the propriety of putting such a de- | 


claratory construction on the original law, we must 
look at the spirit of that law, and the object for 
which it had been passed. Its object had been to 
encourage enlistment; to encourage men to devote 
themselves to the service of their country. For 


“this purpose a bounty in land had been provided 


for the common soldier who had faithfuily dis- 
charged his duty; and now to say that he should 
no longer be enutled to his land because he had 


been elevated to a commission for his good be- | 


havior was directly against the spirit of the law, 
and utterly subversive of the plaimest dictates of 
justice and of sound policy. Was this a likely 
way to cherish enthusiasm for the military service 
of the country? Was it a very cheering reward 
for good conduct in the ranks to let the soldier 
understand, that if his behavior was so meritorious 
as to obtain for him the honor of a commission, he 


The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman that 
the previous question, if sustained, would cut off 


| the motion to make it the special order, and bring 
tue House to a direct vote upon the bill. 
Mr. HARALSON then withdrew the demand | 


| for the previous question, adhering to the mouon 


to make it the special order. ; 
The SPEAKER stated that the other two bills 


the Union. 
Mr. HARALSON, 


The SPEAKER said it could only be made the 


| special order by general consent, except on Mon- 


day. 
Mr. McCLERNAND inguired if this bill, if 


| referred, would not come up with the other bills 
conduct while in actual service was to be found in | 


The sentiment of the House in favor of ! 
. ' 
such persons receiving their bounty land as they || 


on the same subject. 

No reply was heard by the reporter. 

Mr. HARALSON, however, moved the refer- 
ence, waiving the proposition to make a special 


| order. 


Mr. LINCOLN said, if there was a general de- | 


sire on the part of the House to pass the bill now, 
he should be glad to have it done—concurring, as 


he did generally, with the gentleman from Arkan- 
| sas, [Mr. Jonnson,] that the postponement might 


_jeopard the safety of the proposition, 


If, how- 
ever, a reference was to be made, he wished to 


| make a very few remarks in relation to the several 


subjects desired by gentlemen to be embraced in 
amendments to the ninth section of the act of the 
last session of Congress. 


He called | 


| were itt Committee of the Whole on the state of 


I move to refer this bill, | 
| then, to the same committee, and to make it the 
| special order for Tuesday. 


| these lands in parcels, and not be required to joc 
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the war of 1812. His friend from Maryland said 
there were no such men. He (Mr. L.) did nor “ai 
there were many, but he was very confident then, 
were some. His friend from Kentucky near hi 
(Mr. Gatves} told him he himself was one. - 
There was still another proposition touching 
this matter: that was, that persons entitled = 
bounty land should by law be entitled to “iol 


ate 


them in one body, as was provided by the exist. 


ing law. 

Now, he had carefully drawn up a bill embra. 
cing these three separate propositions, which he 
intended to propose as a substitute for all these 
bills in the House, or in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, at some suitable tinge 
If there was a disposition on the part of the House 
to act at once on this separate proposition, he a 
peated that, with the gentleman from Arkansas 
he should prefer it, lest they should lose all. Bu: 
if there was to be a reference, he desired to intro. 
duce his bill embracing the three propositions, thus 
enabling the committee and the House to act atthe 
same time, whether favorably or unfavorably, upon 
all. He inquired whether an amendment was now 
in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, in a few words, indistinctly 
heard, was understood to make an appeal in be- 
half of those sons of Kentucky, Ohio, and other 
States who fought in the war of 1812. They had 
never received one acre of bounty land, and yet 
gentlemen were urging upon the House the imme- 


‘diate donation of bounty lands to those who had 


served inthe present war. He thought those who 
defended our soil in 1812 were as meritorious ag 
those who had invaded the Mexican soil in 1846. 
He hoped the motion to refer would prevail. 

The question being taken, the bill was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


ADVANCES TO VOLUNTEERS. 


On motion of Mr. HARALSON, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Kixe, of Georgia, in the 
chair,) and proceeded to consider the special order, 


viz: the joint resolution ‘* to refund money for 


expenses incurred, subsistence of transportation 
furnished, and money advanced by individual citi- 
zens of the United States, for the use of the vol- 
unteers, before or after being mustered into the 
service of the United States.” 

Mr. HARALSON, in a brief explanation of the 
bill, reviewed the provisions of existing joint reso- 
lutions on this subject, pointing out their defects, 
and advocating the passage of this joint resolution 


as a remedy for those defects, and as a measure 


urgently demanded by a sense of justice to those 
individuals who had advanced moneys indispen- 


_sably necessary for the use of the volunteers, for 


The first amendment 


_ desired by members of this House had for its only | 
_ object to give bounty lands to such persons as had 


served for a time as privates, but had never been 
discharged as such, because promoted to office. 
‘That subject, and no other, was embraced in this 
bill. ‘There were some others who desired, while 


they. were legislating on this subject, that they | 


subsistence, transportation, &e. He trusted that 
the joint resolution would pass without a single 
objection. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
it by inserting after the word ‘ United States,” 
where they first occur, the words, ‘and to the 


| several States,’’ so as to make the benefits of the 


resolution apply to the several States as well as to 
individuals. 

Mr. B. said that some $2,500 had been paid out 
of the funds of his State for expenses for volunteers. 
The object of this amendment was to ensure its re- 
turn. The joint resolution as it stood, providing for 
refunding moneys to individuals, might perhaps be 
construed not to apply to the States. The claim 
of his State had been referred to the War Depart- 
ment, and rejected or suspended, on the ground that 
there was no law now in force authorizing its pay- 
ment. He referred to the proviso of the joint res- 
olution, and expressed the opinion that it would 
be an ample guarantee that no money should be 

aid out of the treasury unless for expenses which 
had necessarily been incurred. With the amend- 
ment proposed he favored the passage of the joint 
resolution, 

Mr. S. LAWRENCE moved to amend the 
amendment by adding, after the word ‘ States, 
the words ‘ cities or counties therein.”” It would 


‘then read, *‘and to the several States, cities or 


counties therein.”’ be, vie 
Mr. BROWN accepted the modification. 
After a few words of explanation between Mr.S. 


should also give bounty lands to the volunteers of || LAWRENCE and Mr. BROWN of Mississipp!— 
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Mr. MILLER advocated the passage of the 
resolution. He said it was impossible to muster 
these regiments into the public sevice under two 
or three months, and during that time there was 
subsistence and other expenses in getting the 
regiments to the place of rendezvous, which must 
ie assumed by somebody in the absence of all le- 
sislation on the subject. These expenses had been 
assumed, and he hoped there would be no further 
delay in passing this resolution, that these sums 
might be refunded. 

Mr. DUNCAN also advocated the passage of 
the resolution, giving to the committee a recital of 
several cases in which private individuals of limit- 
ed means had patriotically come forward, and ad- 
vanced money for the Government, which should 
be at once returned. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, also urged the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, thought it required 
some qualification, with which he was willing to 
vote for it. He pointed out how it might operate 
unequally, remarking that it should be guarded so 
as to provide for the repayment of any money that 
an officer of the United States would have been au- 
thorized to pay if he had participated in the mus- 
tering, Subsistence, and transportation of these 
reciments. 

The question was then put on Mr. Brown’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER moved to amend the 
resolution by adding after the words ‘‘ Provided, 
however” the words ** that proof shall be made of 
the amount thus expended to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary of War, and.”’ 

This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY thought there was a preliminary 
objection to the resolution. 


dezvous, he would find that he failed to convince 
them of any such position. 

Mr. McKAY disclaimed any such intention. 

Mr. BURT said he felt very sure the gentleman 
could not have intended to say so. The money 
was not advanced to these companies by the Gov- 
ernment to transport them to their place of rendez- 
vous, and how were they to get there? He was 
aware that, after they arrived and were mustered 
into service, their pay and subsistence immediately 
commenced; but how were they to get there unless 
somebody advanced the necessary means? Insome 
cases patriotic officers, who felt a great interest in 
recruiting soldiers for the war, made these ad- 
vances out of their own pockets; sometimes it was 
done by other patriotic individuals; and would the 
gentleman from North Carolina stand up here and 
say that such men ought not to have their money 


‘repaid? Yet that was the question. 


The gentleman had some experience himself in 


the sort of legislation he now recommended; for | 


he had reported a joint resolution at a former ses- 
sion to retund money advanced for the volunteers 


_ by the States, the amount to be deducted from the 


pay of the privates. The gentleman succeeded in 
getting such a resolution passed by both Houses; 


| but the Secretary of War promptly reported it to 


|| be impracticable to carry it into practice. 


| pittance paid to the common soldier. 


It was, 
in practice, a simple impossibility to deduct these 
amounts so advanced by State authority from the 
And the 


gentleman from North Carolina had subsequently 


| offered another resolution on the same general sub- 


ject, in which that objectionable and odious feature 
had been omitted, and it was omitted because it 


‘| cou!d not be carried out. The thing had been tried 
| and it could not be done. 


The Constitution of || 


the United States provided that no money should | 


be drawn from the treasury but by the operation || 


of law. He therefore moved to strike out the 
commencement of the resolution, and substitute 
the usual enacting clause of bills. 

Afier a few words between Mr. HARALSON 
and Mr. McKAY, the amendment was agreed 
to. 
Mr. McKAY also pointed out the provision for 
subsistence as going beyond the usages of Con- 
gress, which he thought should be brought within 
reasonable limits. 

Mr. BURT said that the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Harnatson] must know, he could not fail to 
know, as all the members of the House well knew, 
that when a volunteer corps raised withina State was 
ordered to repair to an appointed rendezvous, the 
companies which composed it were often raised and 
organized sometimes at the distance of two hun- 


Mr. B. did not know but the gentleman’s objec- 


| tion to another part of the resolution was better 


dred miles from the point of rendezvous, and that ' 


they needed to be subsisted and their transporta- 
tion paid for between the time of their organization 
and their actual arrival at the rendezvous and be- 


Now, the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 


began to receive pay, subsistence, and mileage to 
cover their transportation to the rendezvous. He 
could not have intended to advance such a posi- 
tion as that, because every man who heard him 
knew that such was not the fact. 
the resolution was to provide the necessary means 
of ansporting these several companies composing 
regiments or battalions to their place of rendezvous; 
aud, where moneys had been advanced by indi- 
viduals or by States for this purpose, to require 


the sums to be refunded out of the treasury of the || 


United States. 
_ Mr. McKAY here read the words of the exist- 
ing law, which provided a certain allowance to be 


| 


‘| concerned, but it would not ensure the refunding of 


paid to volunteers, ‘from the period of their leav- | 


ing their homes to their arrival at the place of 
rendezvous.” 


Mr. BURT (resuming) observed that he had | 
not been edified at all by the extract the gentleman | 


had read to him, nor did he believe the committee | 


had been much enlightened by it. Had Mr. B. 


ume now to go into an exposition and construction | 


of the law, he should like to show the gentleman 


point was unsatisfactory. If the gentleman really 
Wanted the committee to understand him as main- 
(aining that these companies were to be paid their 
allowances in advance, to cover the expenses of 


founded. He did not see the necessity of provid- 


| ing for refunding moneys which had been advanced 


after the troops had been mustered into service, 
because such moneys were always paid by the 
proper officers. If, in any particular case, they 
had been unable to do it, the fact had not come to 
Mr. B.’s knowledge. He therefore thought it pro- 
per enough to strike out the clause, ‘ or for sub- 


| sisting troops in the service of the United States, 
or for money advanced to the commanding officer 


| poses aforesaid.” 


of any regiment, battalion, or company for the pur- 
He made that motion. 
Mr. HARALSON said he had no objection to 


| striking out the first portion of this clause, viz: 


'| would be accomplished by his amendment. 
McKay} would not be understood as saying that || 


these companies the moment they were organized || 


** or for subsisting troops in the service of the Uni- 
ted States;’’ but he must oppose striking out the 
latter portion, viz: ‘* or for money advanced to the 
commanding officer of any regiment, battalion, or 
company, for the purpose aforesaid.”” 

Mr. Li. made some remarks in support of this 
objection, which (in consequence of his turning 


| away) were not heard by the reporter. 
ing mustered into the service of the United States. | 


Mr. BURT said that the gentleman’s object 
The 
expenses incurred by the officer in transporting 
troops to the rendezvous would still be covered. 
| It covered all the expenses of bringing troops to 
| the place of rendezvous, and till they were actu- 
| ally mustered into service, whether the money was 


'| advanced by a State, a city, or any one else. 
The object of | 


Mr. HARALSON differed from the gentleman 
from South Carolina on this point. He admitted 
| that the resolution would cover expenses of trans- 
| portation, so far as the troops and officers were 


| money advanced by individuals, because they had 
not ** incurred expenses in organizing, subsisung, 
or transporting’’ the troops; they had only ad- 
vanced money. Where could be the necessity of 
striking out the last part of the clause? “ The 
| commanding officer of any regiment, battalion, or 
| company”’ was an officer of the United States. If 
the gentieman’s amendment prevailed, the money 
advanced by him would not be included. If the 
gentleman meant to relieve such cases, why not 
| say so in so many words? Retaining the ciause 
| would only make the meaning more clear, Mr. 
| H. was willing to accept the amendment so far as 


| the first clause was concerned, but not the second. 
that his interpretation of its provisions on this | 


_ Mr. BURT, with a view to remove the gentle- 
| man’s objection, was willing to amend by adding, 
| after the words ** expenses incurred,”’ the further 


|| words “‘ or sums of money paid by them,” so as 


| to read ** that the Secretary of War be, and he is 


their journey from their homes to the place of ren- |’ ‘ hereby, authorized and required, to cause to be 
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|* refunded to individuals, citizens of the United 


‘States, the amount of expenses incurred, or sums 


| £ of money advanced by them, in organizing, sub- 





OOOO 


| © of the United States. 


| word “ organizing’ the word * raising, 
| make it read * expenses incurred by them in rais- 


| to be refunded. 


‘sisting, or transporting volunteers previous to 
‘their being mustered and received into the service 
** All he wished was to pro- 
vide for covering the whele expense of bringing 


| organized companies of volunteers to their respect- 
ive places of rendezvous. 


Mr. HARALSON. 
taining the latter clause ? 

Mr. BURT withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. VAN DYKE proposed to insert before the 


** so as to 


Then why object to re- 


ing, organizin 
teers.’’ 

Mr. V. D. contended that raising volunteers was 
a distinct previous process to organizing them. 

Mr. HARALSON said that the term ‘ organ- 
izing’ included the whole. 

The amendment was not agreed to, only twenty- 
eight members rising in its favor. 

‘Mr. HARALSON moved tostrike out the words 


e, subsisting, or transporting volun- 


5? 


Sor for subsisting troops in the service of the 


United States.”* Agreed to. 

Mr. McKAY wished to propose another amend- 
ment. It was well known, that when the volun- 
teer companies were organized in different quarters 
of the country, on the call of the Executive, at the 
commencement of the present war, various contri- 
butions had been made for their expenses by cities, 
towns, and patriotic individuals. In many cases, 
these contributions were not intended to be merely 
a temporary advance of money to the Government, 
but were offered as gratuities, under the impulse 
of ardent patriotism, and never expected or desired 
He wished a clause introduced 
for the purpose of making such donations an ex- 
ception to the operation of the resolution. After 
State and municipal authorities, as well as private 
individuals, had acted in this honorable and patri- 
otic manner, Government ought not to hold out to 
them the mercenary proposal of refunding what had 
thus been advanced from their own pockets. _ 

He would therefore move to modily the proviso 


| in the resolution so as to make it read: “ Provided, 


however, that it shall be made to appear that said 
expenses incurred, subsistence or transportation 
furnished, or money advanced, were not intended 
as gratuities.” 

Mr. POLLOCK warmly opposed this amend- 
ment, insisting that the insertion of any such clause 
as that would “be understood as conveying a very 
serious reflection on those States and cities, those 
patriotic towns and individuals, to whom it refer- 
red. Mr. P. was disposed to trust these States 
and their patriotic citizens. He would not insinu- 
ate that, on a * sober second thought,” they con- 
cluded to receive back, in repayment, what they 
had laid as a patriotic offering on the altar of their 
country’sservice, Theamendment proposed would 
be considered as reflecting on hundreds of thou- 
sands of our countrymen. 

Mr. BURT said the amendment was wholly 
unnecessary, as the very terms of the resolution 
necessarily excluded such cases. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he had not the remotest 
conception that such repayment would be asked or 
accepted in a single instance. ; 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to amend the bill 
by inserting between the words ** Provided, how- 
ever,’ and the amendment moved by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. SranKweaTHER] just adopt- 
ed, the words * that said volunteers were mustered 
and received into the service of the United States, 
and.” : 

He said that the resolution applied, by its phrase- 
ology, to ‘* expenses incurre in organizing, sub- 
sisting, or transporting volunteers previous to their 
being mustered and received into the service of the 
United States.” Now, a construction might be 
put upon these words as if the expenses of volun- 
teers who had been organized, but had not been 
mustered and received into the service of the Uni- 
ted States, were also to be paid. He believed that 
such was not the intention of the House. He was 
told that this was not the construction which would 
be put upon it by the War Department. If so, 
this ought to be provided against, that such volun- 
teers might be saved the labor and expense of 
presenting claims at the War Department, which 
would at once be rejected. 
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Mr. BURT thought any amendment to obviate 
this quite unnecessary. It was plainly impossi- 
ble by any phraseology to exclude all conclusions. 
The object of the asin was manifest upon its 
face. if referred to troops who were mustered into 
the service, and to none others; and its object was 
to pay the expenses incurred by the m ‘* previ- 
pi to their being so mustered.”” The language 
could not be more explicit. 

Mr. FICKLIN inquired of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, {Mr. Burt, if it was designed by 
the Committee on Military Affairs to pay those 
expenses incurred by persons engaged in getting 
up military companies before the companies had 
elected their officers? 

It would be found, on inquiry, that in some of 
the States, it required months to raise and organ- 
ize companies and regiments; that volunteering 
stations (similar to recruiting stations in the regu- 
lar army) had been opened in the Atlantic cities, 
and kept up at a cost of thousands of dollars, as a 
means to stimulate the patriotism of the people, 
and to induce them to volunteer. Now, was it 
designed to pay those expenses? Was it the ob- 
ject to pay those persons of wealth, who have 
used their money at recruiting stations in the cities, 
to have themselves elected captains and colonels? 
The phraseology of the resolution was such as to 
embrace that class of cases—could we sanction it? 

Mr. BURT said he would answer the gentle- 
man. It was well known that these volunteer 
companies were seldom formed all at once: it was 
sometimes a fortnight before the requisite number 
was obtained to constitute a single company. This 
resolution was intended to provide for their ex- 
penses during this period, and until they were 
mustered into service, As to cheating and bribery 
to get office, Mr. LB. knew nothing about them. 
Such practices had no existence in the community 
in which he resided. 

Mr. HARALSON said that what the gentleman 
from Illinois apprehended was excluded effectually 
by the last clause; ** Provided that it shall be made 
to appear that said expenses incurred, subsistence 
or transportation furnished, or money advanced, 
were necessary and proper for the troops afore- 


said.”” Would any Secretary of War say that || 
money advanced for electioneering purposes wasa | 


necessary and proper expenditure? [A laugh.] 

A voice, ‘* Certainly he would.” Laughter.] 

Mr. FICKLIN insisted that the resolution was 
very loosely worded. As it stood, the language 
embraced all kinds of expenditure; and it was well 
known that some volunteered, and paid large 
amounts of money, for the sake of being elected 
captains and lieutenants. As to there being no 
such thing as cheating and bribery in South Caro- 
lina, Mr. F. believed there were quite as many 
‘*appliances’’ used with a view to getting elected 
in that State as in any other in the Union. Gen- 
tlemen from there might claim a proud exemption 
from such things, but it would not be accorded to 
them. The terms of the resolution were very loose 
and indefinite. He understood the real object of 
the resolution was to embrace only the expenses 
incurred after a company was organized, and pre- 
vious to their being mustered into service. He 
should propose an amendment to restrict its ap- 
plication. 

Mr. WICK sat he was against the whole reso- 
lution. ‘The effect of it would be to authorize 
men to commit larceny. [A laugh.] There was 
a great deal of stealing done by very honorable 
gentlemen, who could readily get a ticket of char- 
acter from all their neighbors, and by some gen- 
tlemen in very high stations too. He thought if, 


under this resolution, money was to be taken out | 
of the treasury, its effect would be to corrupt a | 


great many very clever men who never would steal 


if Congress did not first hold out to them the | 
temptation and the means of fraud. There was | 
no need of passing any such resolution. The ex- 

penses of these volunteers before they reached | 


their rendezvous were fully covered by the results 
of popular feeling, or if not, they ought to have 
been. Mr. W. stated, at least, what had happen- 
ed in his own State, against which so many severe 
reproaches had been indulged. There, when young 
men had volunteered, the people turned out and 


took them to the place of rendezvous, and all ac- | 


counts for their expenses were promptly squared, 
A draft for their mileage to the rendezvous was 
immediately accepted and paid. ‘The old farmers 
turned out with their teams and wheeled them off 


se March 29, 
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in a body, and it did not cost the volunteers a cent. || sion of slavery will be governed by my an 
ges, 


They gave them their meals and Jet them sleep in 


their houses and barns. If it was not so over the || 


whole country it ought to have been. 

Mr. W. said he had been accustomed to sit here 
and see stealing done and could not prevent it; but 
he was not willing to sit silent and see the way 


opened for doing it. Nota dollar would go into | 


Indiana under this resolution. Possibly when it 


became known some might come and put ina claim | 
under it; but those who made it would be just as | 


well without the money. The same impulse which 
led the old farmers to turn out with their teams to 
carry men to the rendezvous, led them when they 
got there to pass the hat round to furnish them 


with the means of comfort, and they were supplied || 
with whatever they wanted. This had always been | 


done in his part of the country, and it was done 


without the remotest expectation of return. Did | 


gentlemen suppose that the patriotism which pro- 


duced these effects had perished and been trodden | 


down by the way-side and withered? Mr. W. 
did not believe it. 


Sut if this resolution must pass, he would offer || 
an amendment to it, and send it to be read at the | 
Clerk’s table; giving notice, however, that even | 
should his amendment be adopted, he should vote | 


against the resolution when amended. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
*« And also to make proper compensation to the adjutant 


generals of States for their services in and about raising || 
corps of volunteers and auperintending the same prior to their | 


being mustered into service.”’ 


Mr. W. explained the grounds of his amend- 


ment. In 1846 they had in Indiana an adjutant || 
general, who was said by Lo. to be every- | 
rom the four winds || 


where present. He got boys t 
of heaven, and kept them together till he got them 


mustered into the service. For his services in 1846 | 


the Legislature had made him a moderate com- 
| pensation; but for the service rendered in 1847, in 
raising two regiments, he had been refused com- 

pensation by the Legislature, who had adopted 
and sent him a joint resolution recommending his 
compensation by Congress. He would not say 
that this was owing to a change in the politics of 
the Legislature. He knew that this officer had 
spent many weeks and much money to organize 
companies and to get them up to the rendezvous; 
and after he had got them there he volunteered to 
stay with them, and acted the part of a father to 
them all; and for all this he never got a penny. 


For these reasons Mr. W. had offered the amend- | 


| ment, but he should vote against the resolution. 


The expenses incurred in raising volunteers hand | 
over hand ought not to be compensated. The | 


Governors of States ought to have taken pains to 
inquire before they made such unmeasured advan- 
ces of money. Money had in many cases been 
very wantonly expended. If the States chose to 
volunteer such expenses, let them remain as a bur- 


den on their treasury. If individuals volunteered, | 
| they did so not without motive; if that motive was | 


pure, let that motive be their compensation. Mr. 
W. was against the whole affair; it would open an 
_ immense chasm in the treasury wall. 
Mr. LAHM, of Ohio, then obtained the floor, 
and addressed the House as follows: 


Mr. Cuainman: When the gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. Haratson] this morning proposed | 
that the House should resolve itself into Commit- | 
tee of the Whole and take up the resolution now | 


under discussion, he informed us that the matter 


could be disposed of in half an hour, and we could | 


then take up the Oregon bill. Under that pledge, 
1 favored his proposition. We have now been 
listening to discussion on the resolution for over 
two hours, and the indications are very clear that 
the matter before us will not be disposed of to- 


day. 

For some weeks I have been trying to get the 
floor, with a view to giving my views on some 
subjects connected with the war. Thus far I have 
failed; and now that this resolution is connected 
with the war, and particularly as I shall be absent 

| for some days, as is very common with gentlemen 
here, I will seize the present opportunity to present 
| my views on the subject of our difficulties with 
, Mexico. One of the consequences of the war is, 
the acquisition of territory; and with that will 
probably be connected the question of the ordi- 
nance of 1787, as contained in the Oregon bill, and 
I will therefore briefly give the views | entertain 
‘on that subject. My action in regard to the exten- 


|| my convictions of what I conceive to be richt and 
|| what I conceive to be the wishes of a majority of 
| my constituents. Having ascertained these. jt ; 
| unnecessary to look further. Slavery is conceded 
| to be a moral and political evil—a dark stain y on 
| the institutions of the country; and Shitwetiee 
although I would be the last man to interfere with 
it, either directly or indirectly, not only jn the 
States where it now exists, but even in this District 
yet I am well convinced that all legal and consti. 
tutional means within our power should be exer. 
cised to prevent its further extension. In this, | 
am satisfied [ express the sentiments of a lee 
majority of the people of my district. Ata mee. 
ing of the Democracy of Wayne county, one of 
| the counties of my district, (and it is composed of 
|| but two and a part of another,) on the 4th of De. 
| cember last, they unanimously adopted the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

‘16. Resolved, That while we look upon slavery as an ey; 
|, threatening the harmony and permanency of this Union, we 

have no disposition to interfere with that institution as jr 
| now exists in the States, and would be willing to ‘war to 
| the death’ in defence of the original compact entered inig 

by the Fathers of the Revolution. 

17. Resolved, That we are opposed to the extension or 
|} toleration of slavery in any territory now free, which may 
|| hereafter be acquired by this Government; but this oppo- 
| sition would not lead us to favor the attachment of the Wij. 
| not proviso to any bill for settling the terms of peace between 

Mexico and the United States, ner should it be permitted 
|| to clog the movement of the President in his negotiations 
| therefor.” 
| Here, sir,is an express declaration in opposition 
| to the extension of slavery over territory now free, 
at the same time disavowing all interference with 
the subject in the slave States, and opposing the at- 
tachment of the Wilmot proviso to any bill settling 
our difficulties with Mexico. 1 entirely concur 
with the sentiments expressed in these resolutions, 
And although I was always in favor of the princi- 
ples of the Wilmot proviso, yet I am well satisfied 
| that it was ill-timed, out of place, and not at all 
calculated to accomplish the objects its friends 
| eemene. to have in view. Its attachment to any 

ill or treaty, for the settlement of our troubles 
with Mexico, would but have defeated such bill or 
treaty and prolonged the war. ; 

At a Democratic county convention, held in my 
county on the 4th of the present month, they adopt- 
ed the following resolutions ° 7 

“« Resolved, That slavery in any form is incompatible with 
a truly republican form of government, but inasmuch as in 
the organization of the American Government that peculiar 
institution was recognized, it can only be eradicated by con- 
stitutional provision, with the consent of the people of the 
States in which it exists. 

“ Resolved, ‘That we are opposed to the extension of sla- 
very, and will favor all legal and constitutional means of 
restricting it within its present limits.’’ 

Thus again disclaiming all interference with the 
subject in the States, but in favor of using all legal 
and constitutional means to restrict it to its present 
limits. With these resolutions I entirely concur. 

Again: the Legislature of Ohio, at its last session, 
by an almost unanimous vote, adopted a resolution 
in favor of extending the ordinance of 1787 over 
all territory now free, including that which may 
be thereafter acquired. So that I cannot be mis- 
taken when I say, that while the people of Ohio, 
and the Democracy of-Ohio, are opposed to all 
interference with the subject where it now exists, 
they still claim the right to use all legitimate means 
to prevent its extension. This is in accordance 
with their recently expressed views; it is in accord- 
ance with my ownconvictions of right. 

Is, then, the question practically and legitimately 
| before us in the Oregon bill, and has Congress the 

power, under the Constitution, to provide against 
| the extension of slavery over territory now free? 
|| Time will not permit me to enter fully into a dis- 
| cussion of this question; I will, therefore, simply 
allude to the ordinance of 1787, which was adopted 
|| by the unanimous vote of all the States, North and 
South, and included the whole of the territory then 
belonging to the Union. Among the prominent 
actors in support of this measure was Mr. Jefler- 
son. In 1789, the ordinance was recognized and 


| 
modified by the action of Congress. 








In 1790, North Carolina ceded to the Union the 
territory that now constitutes the State of Tennes- 
see. In the deed of cession, it was provided “ that no 
regulation made or to be made by Congress, should 
tend to emancipate slaves’’—clearly recognizing in 
Congress the right to regulate the subject. 

In 1803, Georgia ceded to the Union what was 


known as the Mississippi territory, and provided 
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for the extension of the ordinance of 1787 over it, 
excepting that part which relates to slavery. 

In 1820, the Missouri compromise was adopted, 
which, of itself, recognizes in Congress the power 
to legislate on the subject; and the history of the 
umes shows that every Northern State was then — 
opposed to the extension of slavery. | 

| will, however, allude to but one more author- |! 
ity in wroof of the position that Congress has ead 
over the subject, and that it is legitimately before | 
ya. In the ‘* Union”? of the 25th of January, 1848, 
ye find an editorial, of which the following isa part: 

«In regard to the Wilmot Proviso, we need say but little. 
That humbug has wellnigh exploded; but in its time it has 
Jone much mischief to the Democratic party and the Ad- 
ministration. It was the work of an abler aud more design- 
ig man than Mr. Wilmot—we refer to Mr. Brinkerhoff, of 
ohio. That gentleman has proclaimed himself to be its 
thor, and has bequeathed it as a precious legacy to his 
children. Mr. Wilmot was merely his agent, if Mr. Brink- 
eyhoffis to be believed. It was offered out of time and out 
of place. It was calculated to embarrass the Adiministra- 
tion; and none of its true friends, however favorable to the | 
principle of the proviso, would thus have thrust it before the 
House and the country, long before the question could arise 
practically. ‘This could not be until the period when Con- | 
gress should proceed to establish a territorial government 
over any of our acquisitions.” 

From this, it will be seen that the editor of the 
“Union,”? who is identified with the fathers of the 
Democratic party, and who, I presume, is opposed | 
‘9 incorporating this provision in any territorial 
pill,is still willing to admit, that when weare about | 
io establish a territorial government over any of | 
our territories, the question comes practically be- | 
fore us, and that it must be then met. 

Sir, 1 have not sought the introduction of the | 
question here; 1 would not do it; but being here, 
without any agency of mine, and called upon, as | 
Jam, to act in the matter, I shall now and hereaf- | 
ter do it independently, and in accordance with my | 
convictions of what is right. 

We are sometimes told that the action of those || 
Democrats from the North and West who favor 
these views is calculated to divide the Democratic 
party of the country. Notso. My opinion is, 
that this question ought not, and I trust will not, 
enter into the party politics ofthe day. Whenever 
you make the question of slavery, in any shape, a 
political test, you do away with the old, well- 
defined party lines, and array the North against 
the South. This ought, and I have no doubt will 
beavoided. In our action here, every man must 
begoverned by his own convictions of what is right | 
and due to his constituents. I find fault with no | 
gentleman who differs with me. I make this ques- 
uon no political test. My political preferences and 
predilections are strongest in favor of those who 
are known to the country as entertaining sentiments 
different from those I express. Our action here 
does not give creed to either party: we but carry 
out, so far as we can, the wishes of those we rep- 
resent. The people look to a different source for 
a declaration of the principles that will govern our | 
action in the coming contest. And I now tell the 
Democracy of the South, and the Democracy of 
the North, that if the convention, which is soon to 
assemble, will avoid all interference with the sub- 
ject of slavery, either by resolution or address, 
there will be no difficulty in the Democratic party; 
and whether the nominee be a proviso or anti- 
proviso man, the Democracy of the West, at least, 

have full confidence, will present an unbroken 
front in his support. 

Having thus made these very few remarks in 
explanation of what will be my action on that part 
of the Oregon bill which proposes the exclusion of 
slavery from that territory, I will proceed to give 
my views at some length on the subject of the | 
war, which I do not so much for the purpose of | 
making them known here, as with a view to giving | 
them to my constituents. 1] 

One of the most important issues connected with | 
the war, and one which has elicited more feeling | 
and given rise to more vituperation not only here, | 
hut throughout the country, is that which relates | 
‘0 the commencement of hostilities. And, sir, 
‘ils i$ an issue raised not only by the respective 
political parties of the country, but it is one fairly 
made on your Journals between the present House 
of Representatives and the twenty-ninth Congress. 

On the 13th of May, 1846, Congress, in pursu- 
ance of the power delegated to it under the Con- 
“tution, declared that, * by the act of the Repub- 
ic of Mexico, a state of war exists between that 
Government and the United States.’’ 

On the 3d of January, 1848, the present House 
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| of Representatives, by resolution, declared that 
| “the war was unnecessarily and unconstitution- 


ally begun by the President of the United States.” 


| Thus you have placed upon your records two acts 


of legislation, utterly inconsistent with each other, 
and one or the other of which alleges that which 
is false in fact. 

That the war was commenced by Mexico is the 
position taken by the friends of the Administration 
and the friends of the country generally. That it 
was commenced by the President, is the position 
assumed by the enemies of the Administration and 
the enemies of the country. The former is the 


| American, the latter the Mexican side of the issue. 


I propose, sir, to take the American side of this 
question, and in doing it, | am not driven either to 
an adoption of the correct and patriotic sentiment 
of the immortal Decatur, ‘* My country, may she 


_ be always right; but right or wrong, my country;”’ 
| but, sir, I take this position from a deep conviction 


that it is right, and I rejoice that such is my con- 
viction, for under it, in my opinion, my beloved 
country is not responsible for the dire calamities 


| of the war, the blood that has been spilled, the | 
lives that have been sacrificed, the misery that has 
followed in its train. That responsibility rests, | 
where I trust in God it ever hassand ever will rest, | 
in conflicts of arms to which this nation is a party, | 
| viz: with the enemies of our country. 
Did Mexico commence the war? This question | 


involves an issue of fact, which must be decided 


according to the testimony connected with it, and | 


which 1 propose to examine, commencing with 
that furnished us by the Mexican people and 
authorities. Before, however, proceeding to ex- 
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the annexation, war might and probably would 
But, sir, in making this ad- 
mission, at the same time | wish it to be distinctly 
understood, that 1 deny that the annexation was 
a just cause of war. Mexico, it is true, pretended 
to consider the annexation asa justification on her 
part for the commencement of hostilities; so did 
some of the friends of Mexico in this country, at 


| the time; but, sir, it was not; because Texas had 


declared and maintained her independence, and ac- 


| quired therefore the right of annexation; for, in 


the language of Mr. Webster, in his despatch to 
our minister in Mexico, as early as 1842, ** from 


‘the time of the battle of San Jacinto, in April, 
* 1836, to the present moment, Texas has ex hibit- 


‘ ed the same external signs of national independ- 


fence as Mexico herself, and with quite*as much 


‘stability of government. Practically free and in- 


| 6 dependent, acknowledged as a political sovereign- 


‘ty by the principal Powers of the world, no hos- 
‘ule foot finding rest within her territory for six 


| or seven years, and Mexico herself refraining 


amine the evidence bearing upon this issue, per- | 
mit me to remark, that on the 6th day of March, | 


1845, and after the resolutions annexing Texas to 


the Union had passed both Houses of Congress, | 
General Almonte, then minister to this Govern- | 
ment from Mexico, announced his mission at an | 


end, demanded his passports, and left the country; 
thus leaving no tribunal for the settlement of our 
difficulties but the last resort of nations, an appeal 


toarms. And, sir, | most solemnly believe, that | 


but for this rash and imprudent act of the Mexican 
minister, thereby interrupting all diplomatic rela- 


tions, all matters in dispute might have been set- | 


tled by peaceful negotiation. But diplomacy once 
suspended, all efforts at renewal proved but an 


appliance of a lighted torch to the magazine that | 


wanted but a few sparks to produce an explosion. 
At the time diplomacy was thus interrupted, 
there were two subjects of difference between that 


Government and this. The one resulted from the | 


repeated outrages committed by Mexico on the 
persons and property of our citizens, the officers 
and flag of our nation; the other, from the annex- 
ation which was about to be consummated. 


It is not my purpose here to consume the time | 


of the committee in speaking of the first cause of 


difficulty. It is a matter about which there is but | 
little difference of opinion; all agree, that in regard | 


to it, our Government exercised towards Mexico 
a spirit of forbearance that is unparalleled in the 
history of diplomacy, and which we would have 
exercised towards no other nation of the world. 
Even the warmest apologists of Mexico, here and 
elsewhere, have not had the hardihood to justify, 


| or even excuse, her conduct in relation to this sub- 


ject, except on the miserable, paltry grounds, that 
in consequence of her financial embarrassments 
and internal difficulties she was unable to do other- 
wise. A poor, contemptible repudiation, excuse, 


| or justification. Sir, it will not be denied, that so 


far as this difficulty has had anything to do with 
bringing about a state of hostilities, Mexico alone 
is responsible. She alone is in fault; but I will 
admit to gentlemen, this alone is not the cause 


| of the war; that although her conduct in this mat- 


ter would have justified this Government in a dec- 
laration of hostilities, yet, judging from the spirit 
of forbearance which has always characterized our 
intercourse with Mexico, we have reason to be- 
lieve, that as yet there would have been no open 
rupture, had not other causes operated to bring 
about our unfortunate difficulties. 

Next, then, the annexation of Texas. This, it 
is said by the apologists of Mexico, was the re- 
mote cause of the war; and I am frank to admit, 
that if the opponents of the Administration had 
confined themselves to this position, | would not 
have differed with them. The whole history of 





| 


‘ for all that period from any further attempt to re- 
‘establish her own authority over the territory;”’ 
but it was because Mexico, like some other Powers 
at the time, actuated by the motives that controll- 
ed the dog in the manger, could not brook the idea 
of having the lone star brought within the circle of 
the glorious constellation, and placed under the 
protection of a power that cut off forever all hope of 
subjugation. Sir, it was this feeling that made 
Mexico bluster as she did. It was this that in- 
duced England and France to unite their energies, 
in the effort to procure from Mexico, as they did, 
a proposition to acknowledge the independence of 
Texas, provided she would not annex herself to 
this Union. England has never yet forgotten the 
Struggle that gave birth and freedom toa Republic. 
Occasionally she casts a wishful eye across the wide 
Atlantic. Mexico is governed by the same feeling. 
She, too, will never forget the revolution, the inde- 
pendence, the annexation of Texas. And as grows 
that youngest sister in strength, in wealth, in influ- 
ence and importance, so will increase in the bosom 
of Mexicans the regret, the chagrin, the mortifica- 
tion of the loss. If, then, the annexation was not 


just cause of war, and Mexico seized upon thatasa 


pretext for the commencement of hostilities, and 
with a view to satisfy the proud, haughty military 
spirit which pervaded the bosoms of her people, 
and which nothing but war would satiate, and 
which, thanks to our gallant army, has been fully 
satiated, she, and not we, is responsible for all the 
calamities that have followed in its train. Sir, 
that she did seize upon this as a justification for 
her invasion of ‘Texas, and final commencement of 
the war, is evidenced by the declarations of all her 
public men and authorities. She not only seized 
upon it as a justification of hostilities on her part, 
but audaciously pretended that she would con- 
sider it ators to a declaration of war. As 
early as 22d August, 1843, we were told by the 
Mexican minister, ** that Mexico will consider as 
‘a declaration of war against the Mexican Repub- 
‘lic the ratification of that agreement for the incor- 
‘ poration of Texas into the territory of the United 
* States, the certainty of the fact being sufficient 
‘ for the immediate proclamation of the war.’’ 

Again, in September, 1843, the Mexican minis- 
ter, speaking of the annexation treaty, said: 


« But as it may happen that ambition and delusion may 
triumph over just and sane ideas, and that the vigorous rea- 
soning of Mr. J. Q@. Adams and his co-laborers may be pow- 
erless, how can it be considered strange and out of the way 
that Mexico should announce that she will regard the an- 
nexation of Texas as an act or declaration of war?’ 

Again, on June 6, 1844, the Mexican minister, 
in reply to a letter of Mr. Green proposing a set- 
tlement of the question of boundary by negotia- 
tion, said— 

‘That he was expressly authorized to inform Mr. Green 
that Mexico, being most jealous of her rights, her dignity, 
and ber independence, and most attentive to what is due to 
her sovereignty and integrity, is resolved to maintain, by 
every means and in every respect, these fundamental titles, 
preferring glory and honor always to degradation and in- 
famy.”’ 

Again, on the 23d of June, 1844, the Mexican 
minister wished to ** know, in a clear and decisive 
‘manner, whether the troops which Mexico was 
‘sending on Texas would be opposed by those of 
‘the United States, either on sea or land, in order 
‘that the President of Mexico migiit regulate his 
‘conduct accordingly, as he was about to operate, 
‘in compliance with his duty, for the occupation 


our difficulties is evidence of the fact, that but for |i ‘of ‘Texas as an integrant portion of the Mexican 
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‘nation; and he would regret that any force of the 
‘United States would appear to oppose him, as 
‘such an act would be a declaration of war against 
‘Mexico, who would be under the necessity of 
‘repelling force with force.”’ 

‘Thus it will be observed, that from 1843 up to 
the date of annexation, there was a continuation 
of declarations on the part of Mexico, that annex- 
ation would be considere d equivalent toa declara- 
tion of war, and that during all this time Mexi- 
can forces were concentrating on the Rio Grande, 
with the declared intention of subjugating ‘Texas. 
Notwithstanding all these belligerent déclarations 
and movements of the Mexican ministers and 
army, Mr. Buchanan, on the 10th of March, 1845, 
in reply to General Almonte, demanding his pass- 
ports, affér alluding to the proceedings of annexa- 
tion, Says: 

“The President sincerely regrets that the Government of 
Mexico should have taken offence at these proceedings ; and 
he earnestiv trusts that it may bereatter be disposed to view 
them io a more tavorable and triendly light. While euter 
ing upon the duties of the Presidential office, he cheertully 
doclaces, in advanee, that bis mort strenuous efforts shall be 
devoted to the amicable adjasimentot every cause of com 
piant between the two Governments, and to We cultivation 


of the kindest and most trendly relations between the sister 
Republics ” 


Hut, sir, was Mexico satisfied with these concil- 


iatory advances on the part of the President, who 
had just come into power, and was not, therefore, 
responsible for anything that had taken place, and 
certainly not for the annexation of Texas? No, 
sir, no, She had determined on war, and nothing 
but war would satisfy her. On the 12th of July, 
1845, in pursuance of and in accordance with the 
declarations of Almonte and others, we find the 
f liowing circular issuing from the Mexican Office 
o” War and Marine: 
> “Orrice of Warnann MARINE, 
** Section of Operations. 

“ The United States have consttmiuiated Ure peridy against 
Mexico by sanctioning the deerce which declares the an- 
nexation of the department of Texas to that Republic. The 
iujuctice of that usurpation is apparent, and Mexico cannot 
teicrate such a grave iajury without making an effort to 
prove to the United States the possibility ot her ability to 
cuuse her rights to be respect: d. With this object, the su 
preme Government has resolv d upon a declaration of war 
a cuinst that Power, seeing that our forb-arance, instead of 
beimg received as a proof of our thendly disposition, has 
boon interpreted into an acknowledged impossibility on our 
part to carry on a suecesstul war. 

“Such an error on the part of the United States will be 
advantareous to Mexico, because, suddenly abandoning its 
pactin attiude, it will to-morrow Communicate to Congress 
tue declaration of war, and excite the patriotism of its ciu- 
zons to sustain the dignity of the nation and the integrity of 
its territory, vow treacherously attacked, in utter disregard 
of all guarantess recoguized in this enlightened age. 

“You will readily appreciate the importance of this sub- 
ject, and the nece sity of preparing tue troops uuder your 
command to march towards auy point which may require 
protection againet Ubese most unjust aggressions. lt am 
directed by the Provisional Presideut to enjoin you, as gen 
eralan-eliefot your division, and as a citizen of this Re 
pudiie.to hold yourself in readiness to repel these who scek 
toe ruinol Mexico. The Government is oceapied in coveriug 
the deficient panis on the frontiers, and in collecting the ne 
cessary means, sothat nothing may be wanting to those whose 
gior, it will be to detend the sacred rights of their country. 

“| have the honor to communicate for your intelligence, 
and to direct your conduct. 

* God and liberty ! 

* Mexico, /u y 12, 1545,” 

Here, sir, we have the declaration of the Mexi- 
can minister, ** that the Supreme Government had 
resolved on a declarauon of war against the United 
Siates,’? and that i would immediately communi- 
cate to Congress such declaration; also urging 
upon the officers in command the necessity of pre- 
paring the troops to march towards any point which 
might require protecuion, 

Again, in acireular **to the authorities subor- 
dinate to the office of War and Marine,’’ dated the 
loth of July, 1845, afler speaking of the quota of 

Ing 
troops required from the different departments 
under previous orders, we hear the following 
languare: 


* * . 


GARCIA CONDE. 


* For, although the Supreme Goverment has not 
exacted with punctuality the complement from the depart- 
ments, shoe now sees hersell under the necessity of doing so, 
for the wer which she wages against the United States, the 
perfidy and treachery of which Power put her in possession 
ofa part of this Republic. 

“This Execlieney the President ad interim requires that 
your Excellency inforis tie Governors of the necessity which 
exists of detailing the number of men, so highly necessary 
to fill the ranks of the army, and to excite tie zeal and pa- 


triousm of the authorities, that their preparations shall be so | 


eff-ctual as to fulfill the de-ires of the Government, and pre- 
vent the dignity of the nation from being in any measure 
compromised 
“*} have the konor to communicate to your Excellency the 
following, to be used as occasion may require. 
* God and liberty ! GARCIA CONDE, 
® JuLy 16, 1845." 
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Another circular of the same date, from the same 
offree, to the Minister of Foreign Relations, a part 
of which is in these words: 

“* Most excellent Senor, Minister of Foreizn Relutions and of 


Police. Transmit to the authorities depending upon your 
depurt ment. 


* Mos’ exceLttent Senor: It being necessary that the 
troops of the line should cover the fronuers of the Republic, 
and march towards Texas to conquer that department, now 
usurped by the United States, his Excellency the President 
ad interim has commanded me to transmit you this note, to 
excite tae zeal and patriotism of the Governors, that they 
place under arms, in their respective districts, all the force 
which can be collected, in defeace ofthe law, to be ready to 
serve as a safeguard of the respective di partinents, accord- 
lug to the decree of the 4th of June of this year, and the reg- 
ulation of the 7th instant.’ 

‘Thus, sir, we have the repeated declarations of 
the Mexican diplomatists, from 1842 to the date of 
annexation, that Mexico would consider annex- 
auon good cause of war, and even equivalent to a 
declaration of war. Then, sir, we see Almonte 
announcing his mission at an end, and leaving the 
country with bitter threatenings upon his lips, de- 
nouncing annexation as the most unjust act, and 
declaring that Mexico would maintain and uphold 
her rights by all means in her power. In quick 
succession follow the circulars and appeals of the 
Minister of War, mtended to excite the zeal and 
patriousm of those in military command. The 
armies begin to move towards the Rio Grande. 
Ihe generals address their soldiers, and excite them 
to deeds of valor. On the 12th of August, 1845, 
General Arista, in a proclamation to his troops, 
speaks in the following language: 

“Comrades: ‘The Supreme Executive has sent to me, by 
express, the news that the United States, in pursuance of 


| their ambitious views, huving taken possession of the depart- 
| ment ot Texas, he had demanded a declaration of war from 
); Congress agatust that unjust nation. 


“the time to fightiscome. We must prepare with the 
ardor inspired by duty aud patiiotism, when an attack is 
made upon the soil, the honor, and the pride of the nation. 
* Arms are the ouly arguments to use against banditti and 
men witiout good faith. Let us hope for that justice which 
is invoked by all society, aud the decision of the civilized 


| world. 


‘Our lot will be envied by the rest of the army—we are 
nearest to te theatre of war; we are the first to avenge the 
outrages on our country, and to ravish from the usurpers the 
object of their rapines. 

** Large bodies of troops are on their march ; they will soon 
be here, to share our dangers and repulse the enemy.” 

Next follows the proclamation of General Pa- 
redes, dated the 27th of August, 1845, in which he 
uses this strong and denunciatory language: 

* Soldiers! A rapacious and grasping race have thrown 
themselves upon our territory, and dare to flatter themselves 
trat we will not defend the patrimony which our forefathers 
conquered with trem biood. They deceive themselves: we 
wiil fly to snateh trom them the spoils, the possession of 
Which they are impudently enjoying; and they shall learn, 
by dearly-bought experience, tial they are not coutending 
with the undi-ciplined tnbes of Indians whom they robbed 
of their land, their heaven, and their country; and that the 
‘eXicans will ardenly combat the soldiers of a nation 
Whicn bas sanctioned by its laws the most degrading sla- 
very.”? 

In quick succession follows the rejection of Mr. 
Slidell, under cover of pretexts the most flimsy 
and hypocritical. Then comes the overthrow of 
Herrera’s Government, for having favored a prop- 
osition to sevile our difficulties by peaceful nego- 
tiation. Next, Mr. Slidell is finally rejected by 
the Government of Paredes, and still the Mexican 
torces move to the Rio Grande. 

On the 18th March, General Mejia, then in com- 
mand at Matamoros, issued an address, in which 
is the following appeal: 

“ Inhabitants of the frontier! We are not left to our own 
resources ; the Supreme Government watches indetatigably 
for our satety and protection; a warlike army is rapidly ad- 
vancing to take part in the struggie, and, with its powerful 
aid, we shall achieve the most complete victory. 

* Until the long wished-for day shall arrive, when we 
enter upon the great campaign for the reconquest of the ter- 
ritory of which we have been despoiled, and to carry our 
eagles in triumph to the banks of the Sabine, we, who have 
the glory to be in front of the invaders, must serve as an 
impenetrable barrier.” 

Again, sir, on the 12th of April, 1846, we have 
the letter of General Ampudia, requiring General 
Taylor to break up his camp, and in twenty-four 
hours march for the east of the Nueces; advising 
him, that the request was in accordance * with 

ner es ms : “99 
explicit and definitive orders of his Government; 
and that a refusal to comply would ‘clearly result 
that arms, and arms alone, must decide the ques- 
tion.” 

In the reply of General Taylor to this peremp- 
tory demand, is the following language: ‘*In view 
‘ of the relations between our respective Govern- 
‘ments, and the individual suffering which may 
* result, | regret the alternative which you offer; 


OBE 





| * but, at the same time, wish it to be und 
_* that I shall, by no means, avoid such alterna; 
| leaving the responsibilities with those who 


| to that time hostilities had not commen 
| that the relations of 


_ But, sir, on the 24th of April, General Arisia jy, 


| shown, as I think, beyond all controversy, t} 
| Mexico did commence the war, I propose next 1, 
| examine the Mexican side of the question, and 


| on the vote that “By the act | 1848, on a vote embracing the 
| of the Republic of Mexico, war | assertion that “ The wer wos 
| exists with the United States,” 
| will be found among the Yeas | cessari/y begun hy the Piei- 
| the names of— 


| under the solemnities of an oath. 


| swear for Martin Asper.”’ 


| they were taken by surprise, an 


| the first vote. 


_ March 29, 


erstood, 


Ve, 
; as 3 ees | rashly 
commence hostilities;” clearly indicating, that y. 
tup 
, ed, and 
eace were not yet Interrupted 


formed General Taylor that he considered hyo. 


| tilities commenced, and should prosecute them,” 
| On the 25th, a party of dragoons crossed the riy, 
| and made the attack on Thornton’s comma 
| on the 26th, General Taylor wrote to the 


river, 
1; al d 


Adjuta * 
General, informing him of these facts; declared 


that hostilities had commenced; that he had called 
| upon the Governors of Texas and Louisiana ¢ 
| eight regiments of troops; that with these he 


rv 


; could 
prosecute the war with energy, and carry it, as it 


should be, into the enemy’s country; and, at the 
same time, advised the passage of a law authoriz. 
| ing the President to raise volunteers for twely. 
|| months. : 


And now, sir, having thus presented my views 
in favor of the American side of this issue, anq 


hat 


inquire whether the President commenced the war. 
Sir, I told you that this was an issue between the 
last Congress and the present House of Represent- 
atives. Your Journals prove the truth of this 
declaration. But your Journals prove more. They 


also prove that some gentlemen on that side of the 
| House occupy the unenviable position of having 
/ been on both sides of the issue. 
| newspaper the other day the following piece of 
| intelligence, taken from your Journals: 


I cut from a 


In Congress, May 13, 1845,| In Congress, January 3 


oe 
’ 


unconstitulionally and unne- 


| dent of the United States,” 
| Will be found among the Feas 
| the names of— 

Barringer, 


Barringer | 

ger, , 

\ Cocke, 
} 

' 

| 


Cocke, 
Crozier, 
Gentry, 
Hampton, 
Marsh, 
Rumsey, 
Schenck, 
Stewart, 

St. John, 
Thibodeaux, 
Vinton, 

J. W. Houston, 
T. B. King, 

J. A. Rockwell, 
Truman Smith, 
Robert Toombs. 


Crozier, 
Gentry, 
Hampton, 
Marsh, 
Rumsey, 
Schenck, 
Stewart, 

St. John, 
Thibodeaux, 
Vinton, 

J. W. Houston, 
T. B. King, 

J. A. Rockwell, 
Traman Smith, 
Robert ‘Toombs. 


Here, sir, it will be seen that some seventeen 
gentlemen on that side have their names recorded 
on both sides of this issue. Each time you acted 
When do you 


claim that you voted the truth? Sir, the position 


| of gentlemen here reminds me of a witness who 


once came into court in my county to testify ina 
case in which a man by the name of Martin Asper 
wasa party. When asked by the clerk, ‘ How 
do you swear, sir?” he very promptly replied, “| 
So with gentlemen 
here—they swear for the great Whig party, and 


| with a view to heaping responsibility upon the 
| Administration. 


And, sir, in doing it, they have 
not the same compunctions of conscience that the 
great imbodiment had, when, speaking of this vote, 
he declared that, “‘ as I reverence the truth, 1 would 
not have voted a falsehood.”’ 
But we are sometimes told by gentlemen that 
a were not sufli- 
ciently conversant with the facts when they gave 
Let us examine this matter. It is 
the duty of the President from time to time to ad- 





vise Congress of the state of our foreign relations, 
and recommend such measures as he may deem 
advisable. Accordingly, in his message of De- 
cember 1, 1845, in speaking of our difficulties with 
Mexico, as connected with annexation, he says: 
“The moment the terms of annexation offered by the 
United States were accepted by Texas, the latter became 


so far a part of our own country as to make it our oy . 
afford such protection and defence. I therefore deemed ! 


| proper, as a precautionary measure, to order a strong squad- 


ron to the coast of Mexico, and to concentrate an efficient 
military foree on the western frontier of Texas. Our army 


| was ordercd to take position in the country between the 


Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel any invasion of the 
Texan territory which might be attempted by the Mexican 
forces. Our squadron in the Gulf was ordered to codperate 
with the army.’?’ 
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jvain, in the report of the Secretary of War 
of the same date, we have the following informa- 
ton: 

«The ready acceptance on the part of Texas of the terms 
y qunexauion profiered by this Government, excite d the ill- 
will o: the Governimentot Mexico. I hat republic menaced 
oe immediate commencement of hostilities against the Uni- 
red Siates, and set on foot, as it Was said, extensive prepa- 
rations to mvade and subjugate Texas. Pursuant to your 
jections, an army of occupation was assembled in that 
state, and Erigadier General Taylor assigned to the com- 
maudotit. He was instructed to repel Mexican aggressions, 
aud protect the country trom Indian invasions; to regard 
Rio del Norte as its western boundary; and to select a 
yon for his forces with reference to this frontier; but 


eames unmolested Mexican settlements, and also military 
posts, sould there be any such posts on the east bank of 
‘at river, Which were in the occupation of Mexican forces 
previously to the period when Texas assented to the terms 
of annexation.” 

Here, sir, you had official information of all that 
was going on for months before you were called 
ypon to give the vote. ‘The newspapers of the 
country were filled with articles giving the move- 
ments of the respective armies, and every man, 
woman, and child, over the broad expanse of the 
pation, Was looking for a collision of arms. When 
the message of the 11th of May, 1846, read from 
your desk, giving a detailed accountof all that had | 
wcurred, announced the fact thata collision of arms 
had taken place—that American blood had been 
shed upon American soil—that patriotism which 
jad been buried beneath the ashes of political ani- 
mosity, and bound down by the shackles of oe: 
isi, burst forth in all its American purity. In the 
midst of this Hall there was a political millenium; 
the news went forth from every opening, and, car- 
ried with the rapidity of lightning to the remotest 
corner of the country, the people caught the fire, 
and with the rapidity of lightning sent back a re- 
sponse. And, sirs, before you could again bind 
down and cover up that patriotism which had burst 
forth, you gave the vote. | 

Sirs, you had not only the newspapers of the 
country, the messages of December, 1845, and 
May, 1846, the report of the Secretary of War, 
the declarations of General Taylor, that gallant old 
hero, but you had the testimony of some of your 
frends in Mexico on the subject. 

In the proclamation of General Mejia, to which 
I have already referred, and which accompanied 
the message of May, 1846, we have a repetition of 
what had frequently escaped the lips of Mexican 
ailies in this country. Aod whether General Me- | 
ja, or gentlemen here, are guilty of plagiarism, I | 
leave for them to settle, only quoting from his 
proclamation for their considerauion the following 
language: 

“The Cabinet of the United States does not, however, 
opin its career Of usurpation. Not oaly dues it aspire to 
tie possession of the departinent of Texas, but it covets also 
the regions on the left bank of the Rio Bravo.” 

“Its army hitherto for some time stationed at Corpus 
Christi, is now advancing to take possession of a large part 
oi Tamaulipas.” 

Again he says: 

“She limits of Texas are certain and recognized; never || 
have they extended beyond the river Nueces.” 

How much like the arguments that come from 
that side of the House. ‘The same sentiments are | 
found in the letter of Janes Cardenas, dated the 
2ist of March, 1846, and which also accompanies 
the message of May 11. Still gentlemen say they 
were taken by surprise. 

Another position taken by gentlemen on the op- 
posite side is, that they voted for the bill of 1846, | 
with a view to rescue General Taylor and his small 
but patriotic command. Now, however ignorant 
gentlemen may have been as to the commencement | 
of hostilities, there was one thing of which they || 
were not ignorant, and that was, that a state of | 
war then existed, and had been commenced by || 
one or the other of the belligerent parties. In our 
action here, we are presumed, at least, to propor- 
tion our means to the ends we have in view. We 
are told, sir, that the end in view was to rescue our | 
brave little army on the Rio Grande. What were | 
the means? By the first section of the law, we are | 


mie 


‘ Government of the United States to prosecute | 
said war toa speedy and successful termination.’’ | 
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‘ accept the services of any number of volunteers, 


not exceeding fifty thousand, who may offer their 
Services, either as cavalry, artillery, infantry, or 
‘ riflemen, to serve twelve months after they shall 
have arrived at the place of rendezvous, or to the 
end of the war, unless sooner discharged, accord- 
ing to the time for which they shall have been 
* mustered into the service; and that the sum of 
ten millions of dollars, out of any moneys in the 
treasury or to come into the treasury, not other- 
wise appropriated, be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying the pro- 
visions of this act into etlect.’’ 

_ Now, sir, here it is seen, that the object, or end 
in view, being a speedy termination of the war, 
the means that are provided are proportioned to 
the end. Why, say gentlemen, it was to rescue 
General Taylor; furnish him a kind of escort, or 
body-guard, to bring him back in safety. Send 
out the army, the navy, the militia, and fifty thou- 
sand volunteers; employ them for twelve months, 
at an expense of ten millions of dollars, to bring 
home a mere handful of men! Why, sir, any man 
who will stoop to such a low, grovelling, miser- 
able, contemptible argument, cannot have any 
respect for the body of which he is a member, or 
for the intelligence of the people. 

Sir, that law was passed more on the recom- 
mendations of General Taylor than of any other 
man. ‘The President’s message but repeated the 
requests of the brave old hero in his letter of April 
He wanted no body-guard to bring him 
home. He is made of better mettle than that. He 
said, *‘ hostilities had commenced, and he would 
* prosecute the war with energy, and carry it, as 
* it should be, into the enemy’s country;” and, in 


‘ 


- 


- 


‘ 


- 


- 


| order to enable him to do it successfully, he wanted 
| you to **pass a law authorizing the President to 
| raise volunteers for twelve months,” and you did 


ll. 

And now, having said thus much as to the pal- 
pable inconsistency of the course of some members 
on that side of the House, I propose to come di- 


| rectly to the point, and inquire whether the Presi- 


dent, in ordering the army under General Taylor 
from Corpus Christ to the Rio Grande, transcend- 
ed his constitutional duties; and thereby unneces- 
sarily involved the country ina war. 

The President, by the Constitution, is made 
commander-in-chief of the army of the United 
States; and Judge Story, in commenting on this 
provision, says— 

‘“¢'The commund and application of the public force to ex- 
ecute the laws, to maintun peace, and to resist foreign in 


| Vasion, are powers so obviously of an executive nature, and 


require the exercise of qualities so peculiarly adapied to this 


; department, that a well-organized government can searcely 


eXist Wien they are taken away from it.’’ 

Again, the Constitution declares, that Congress 
shall have the power ‘to provide for calling forth 
‘ the militia to execute the laws of the Union, sup- 


| * press insurrections, and repel invasions.’’ Ac- 


cordingly, in 1795, in ean of this authority, 
and to give it practical operation, Congress provi- 


|| ded by law, ** that whenever the United States shall 


* be invaded, or be in imminent danger of invasion, 
‘from any foreign nation or Indian tribe, it shall 


| ‘be lawful for the President to call forth such num- | 
' © ber of the militia of the State or States most con- 


‘venient to the place of danger or scene of action 
‘as he may judge necessary to repel such invasion, 
‘and to issue his order for that purpose to such 
‘ officer or officers of the militia as he shall think 
‘ proper.” 

This is the Constitution and law on the subject, 
and it is not denied that the President did right in 
ordering General Taylor as fur west as the Nueces; 
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but it is claimed that in ordering the troops from | 


the Nueces to the Rio Grande he transcended his 
power: first, because the territory between the two 


rivers clearly belonged to Mexico; and, secondly, 


if it did not, it at all events was disputed territory. 


Did the territory belong to Mexico? This involves | 


the question of title, which must be decided tn this 


| case, according to the law regulating titles by right | 
told that it was ‘ for the purpose of enabling the || of revolution. ‘This position has been conceded, 


} 


I believe, by all the gentlemen who have spoken 
on the other side; and | therefore maintain that if 


ere, sir, is the object Congress had in view: it | Texas, by right of revolution, acquired utle to any 
was, to put a speedy and successful end to the | territory, she acquired title to all she claimed, and 
that, in her claim, she made no distinction between | 


War, Well, sir, what were the means to be em-_ 
ployed for that purpose? The section continues, 
that ‘the President be, and he is hereby, autho- 


that beyond and on this side of the Nucces. 


Now, let usapply the facts, going no further back || 


‘rized to employ the militia, naval and military |, than to the commencement of the revolution. In 


‘forces of the United States, and to eall for and |; 1834, Santa Anna, under the hypocritical pretence |! wards the Rio Grande. 
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of the public good, destroyed the federal constitu. 
tion of Mexico, and on its ruins established a» 
central despotism. The Legislature of Texas and 
Coahuila protested against this act of usurpation, 
By order of Santa Anna, General Cos, at the head 
of the army, broke up the Legislature, imprisoned 
some of the members, and established his head- 
quarters at San Antomo. Hostilities having been 
thus commenced, and the government overthrown, 
the people of Texas, in their sovereign capacity, 
resolved on revolution. On the 15th of August, 
1835, a meeting at Columbia “ resolved, that a con- 
sultation of ali Texas, through her representatives, 
is indispensable,’’ and appointed a committee of 
safety to prepare an address to all the jurisdictions 
of Texas, requesting them to cooperate in the call of 
a consultation of all Texas. Onthe 16thof October, 
the consultation met, and, on the 7th of November, 
unanimously adopted a declaration of rights, in 
which they solemnly declare, that they have taken 
up arms in defence of their rights and liberties; that 
Texas is no longer, morally or civilly, bound by 
the compact of union, and that they would not 
cease to carry on war so long as Mexican troops 
remain within the limits of Texas. On the 13th 
of November, a committee appointed for that pur- 
pose, submitted a constitution for the regulation of 
the Provisional Government, one article of which 
is in these words: 

** Ample power and authority shall be delegated, and are 
hereby given and delegated, to the Governor and General 
Council of the Provisional Government of ail Terus to carry 
into full effect the provisions and resolutions adopied by the 
consultation of the chosen delegates of all Texas in general 
convention assembled, for the creation, regulation, and es- 
tablishment of the said Provisional Government.” 

I wish now to call the attention of gentlemen to 
this fact, that in all these initiatory proceedings the 
word all is prefixed to the word Texas, clearly in- 
dicating that they designed including Texas not 
only to the Nueces, but to the Rio Grande. But we 
are not leftto mereinference on thissubject. On the 
27th of November, 1835, the Provisional Govern- 
ment having gone into operation, Mr. Millard, 
from the Committee on Finance, made a report, in 
which he says: 

“In this State, we find ourselves, with every basis of per- 
manent income, and every source of revenue of a civilized 
people, possessing an area of 250,000 square miles of terri- 
tory,”’ &e. 

Again: 

‘* What are the resources of Texas? and what do they 
consist of? Ifa geographical test only were applied, the an- 
swer world soon be given. Point to the map, and compare 
the area of Texas with that of any State of the United States 
of America, and we will find that she comprises within her 
limits as much territory as four of the largest States of the 
Union put together, to wit: New York, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, and Ohio.” 

“The whole of Texas, comprised beiween the Sabine and 
the Rio Grande, is computed to contain 250,000 square 
miles,”? 

Here, then, we have a key to the whole matter, 
expressly declaring that the ‘ all of Texas,”’ or the 
** whole of Texas,’’ meant Texas to the Rio Grande. 

And now, sir, having shown, from the initiatory 
proceedings of the people of Texas, in their sov- 


ae ae 





_ereign and legislative capacity, that they determin- 


ed to resist the usurpations of Santa Anna, and in 
that resistance claimed all the territory between the 


| Sabine and Rio Grande, let us inquire whether by 


right of revolution they perfected that claim. 

In the fall of 1835, General Cos, who, as I said, 
had taken up his headquarters at San Antonio, 
was forced into a capitulation, and on the 11th of 
December, 1835, articles of capitulation were en- 
tered into by commissioners chosen by the com- 
manders of the respective forces, and which were 
on the same day ratified by Generals Cos and Bur- 
lezon, in person. 

I read from that agreement the Ist and the 14th 
stipulations, as follows: 

“1st. That General Cos and his officers retire, with their 
arms and private property, into the interior of the Republic, 
under parole of honor, that they will notin any way oppose 
the establishment ef the Federal Constitution of 1824.” 

14th. General Burleson will furnish General Cos with 
such provisions as can be obtained, necessary for his troops 
to the Rio Grande, at the ordinary price of the country.” 

Thus it will be seen that even before the people 
of Texas determined on a separate national exist- 

| ence, and while they were yet fighting for the res- 
toration of the constitution of 1824, the Rio Grande 
was made and recognized as the dividing line. 

After the defeat and surrender of General Cos, 

Santa Anna himself took command of the Mexi- 
| can forces, and immediately began to advance to- 
The Texan army began 
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to concentrate on “the western frontier, to roll 
back the bloody tide of war upon the common 
enemy.’’ A convention was called, and the people 
of Texas declared themselves a free and acy et 
ent nation. With rapid strides the Mexican forces 
advanced. The Alamo fell, and the gallant Travis 
and his brave associates consecrated their lives to 
the cause of freedom. Fannin surrendered, and 
in cold blood was butchered; and sull the enemy 
advanced, until the last desperate battle, on the 
bloody fields of San Jacinto, gave freedom to a 
nation and captivity to atyrant, 

Soon after the battle of San Jacinto, the Govern- 
ment of ‘Texas commenced a treaty with the cap- 
tive President of Mexico. On the 14th of May, 
1536, two treaties, the one open, the other secret, 
were executed, I will now call the attention of the 
House to a few articles in these treaties, not so 
much for the purpose of establishing title to the 
territory, as with a view of showing that the Rio 
Grande was always looked upon as the dividing 
line between Texas and Mexico. 

‘The second article of the public treaty is in these 
words: 

« All hostilities between the Mexican and Texan troops 
will cease immediately, both on land and water.’ 

The third arucle provides that 

«The Mexican troops will evacuate the territory of Texas, 
passing to the other side of the Rio Grande del Norte.”’ 

I will now allude to the secret treaty, in which 
Santa Anna stipulates to do certain things, and not 
to do certain other things: 


“ Anticie 2. He will give his orders, that in the shortest 
time the Mexican troops may learn the treaty of Texas.” 

“Ant. 3. He will so prepare matters in the Cabinet of 
Mexico, that the mission that may be sent thither by the Gov- 


ermment ol Texas may be well received, and that by mears + 


of negotiations all differences may be settled, and that the 
independence that has been declared by the convention may 
be acknowledged.” 


* Ant. 4. A treaty of commerce, amity, and limits, will 
be es tabli-hed between Mexico and Texas, the territory of 
the latter not to be extended beyond the Rio Bravo del 


Norte.’ 

Thus, sir, it will be seen that both these treaties 
recognized the Rio Grande as the dividing line, 
the second article of the public treaty expressly 
providing ** that the Mexican troops will evacuate 
the territory of Texas, passing to the other side of 
the Rio Grande;”’ and the fourth article of the se- 
cret treaty providing, that a treaty of limits shall 
be established between Texas and Mexico, pro- 
vided the territory of Texas shall not be extended 
beyond the Rio Bravo. But we are told that these 
treaties are not evidence of utle, because they were 
made by Santa Anna while a prisoner of war, and 
therefore not binding on Mexico. Admit it for 
the sake of the argument: I quoted these treaties, 
not us evidence of title, but as evidence of the fact, 
that while Mexico was fighting for the Sabine, 
Texas was fighting for the Rio Grande, and that 
there was no intermediate line. I will now call 
the attention of the committee to another treaty. 
I allude to that made between the President and 


Cabinet of Texas on one side, and Santa Anna and | 


the officers under his command on the other side; 
or what has sometimes been called the military 
treaty. I give the preamble and a few of the art- 
cles: 


Whereas the President Santa Anna, with divers officers of 
his late army, is a prisoner of war in charge of the army of 
"‘Texms, and ts desirous of terminating the contest now exist- 
ing between the Government of Texas and that of Mexico, 
in which de: .ce the generals above named do fully concur; 
and 

Whereas the President of the Republic of Texas and the 
Cabinet are also willing to stay the further effusion of blood, 
aud to sce the two neighboring Republics placed in relations 
of friendship on terms of reciprocal advantage ; 

‘Therefore, itis agreed by the President Santa Anna and 
the Generals Don Vincente Filisola, Don José Urea, Don Jo- 
achin Ramires y Sesma, and Don Antonio Gaona, 

Ist. "Phat the armies of Mexico shall, with all practicable 
expedition, evacuate the territory ef ‘Texas, and retire to 
Monterey, beyond the Rio Grande. 

3d. ‘That the army of Texas are to march westwardly, and 
to occupy such posts as the commanding general may think 
proper, on the east side of the Rio Grande, or Rio Bravo del 
Norte. 

4ih. That the President Santa Anna, in his official char- 
acter as Chief of the Mexican nation, and the Generals Don 
Vincente Filisola, Don José Urea, Don Joachin Ramires y 
Sesma, and Don Antonio Gaona, as chiefs of armies, do sol- 
emily acknowledge, sanction, and ratify the full, entire, and 
verfect independence of the Republic of Texas, with such 
Seandestes as are hereafter set forth and agreed upon for 
the same. And they do solemuly and respectively pledge 
themrelves, with all their personal and official attributes, to 
proeure, without delay, the final and complete ratification 
and confirmation of this agreement, and all the parts thereof, 
by the proper and legitimate Government of Mexico, by the 
incorporation of the same into a solemn and perpetual treaty 
of amity and commerce, to be negotiated with that Govern- 
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ment at the city of Mexico, by ministers plenipotentiary to 


be deputed by the Government of Texas tor this high pur- 
pose. 

Sth. That the following be, and the same are hereby, es- 
tablished and made theeines of demarcation between the 
two republics of Mexico and Texas, to wit: The line shall 
commence at the estuary or mouth of the Rio Grande, on 
the western bank thercot, and shall pursue the same bank 
up the said river, to the point where the river assumes the 
name of the Rio Bravo det Norte, from which point it shall 
proceed on the said western bank to the head waters or 
source of said river, it being understood that the terms Rio 
Grande and Kio Bravo del Norte, apply to and designate one 
and the same stream. From the source of said river, the 
principal head branch being taken to ascertain that source, 
a due northitne shall be run until itshall intersect the bound- 
ary line establiched and described in the treaty negotiated by 
and between the Government of Spain and the Government 
ot the United States of the North: which line was subse- 
quently transferred to and adopted in the treaty of limits 
made between the Government of Mexico and that of the 
United States; and from this point of intersection, the line 
shall be the same as Was made and established in and by the 
several treaties above mentioned, to continue to the mouth 


or outlet of the Sabine river, and from thence to the Gulf of 
Mexico. 


sth. The President and Cabinet of the Republic of Texas, 
excercising the high powers confided to thein by the people of 
Texas, do, tor and in consideration of the foregoing stipula- 
tions, solemnly engage to retrain trom taking the life of the 
President Santa Anna, and of the several othcers of his late 
army, Whom the events of war bave made prisoners in their 
hands, and to liberate the President Santa Anna, with his 
private secietary, and cause him to be conveyed in one of 
tie national vessels of Texas to Vera Cruz, in order that he 
may more promptly and effectually obtain the ratification of 
this compact, and the negotiations of the definitive treaty 
herein contemplated by the Government of Mexico with the 
Government of Texas. 

Mh. The release of the President Santa Anna shall be 
made immediately On receiving the signatures of the Gen- 
erals Don Vinceute Filisola, Dou Jo-é Urea, Don Joachin 
Rainires y Sesina, and Don Antonio Gaona, to this agree- 
ment, and his conveyance to Vera Cruz as soon afterwards 
as may be convenicnt. 

This treaty defines the boundaries of Texas, and 
was executed by all the officers of the army of Mex- 

ico, and that, too, when they were not under arrest. 
Santa Anna was restored to his liberty, and all the 
supulations on the part of ‘Texas carefully complied 

, with; and it was not, therefore, in the power of 
Mexico to annul the act. 

But we have been frequently told, that ifeven the 
territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande 
did not belong to Mexico, at all events it was 
disputed, and that the resolutions of annexation 
left the question of boundary open for negotiation. 
By the act of 1836, and subsequent legislation by 
the Texan Congress, the Rio Grande was made the 

‘ western boundary. ‘Texas had no other boundary 
ou her records. Mexico claimed to the Sabine, 
‘Texas to the Rio Grande; making the whole of 
‘Texas, and not a part, the subject of dispute. 
Thus matters stood at the date of annexation, Mex- 

| ico protesting against the act,and solemnly averring, 
by her minister, that she would maintain her title 
to the whole of Texas by every means in her power. 
Now, | would ask you, sir, when you admitted 
Texas into the Union, what did you admit? Did 
you admit a State without any boundaries? Cer- 
tainly not. What, then, were her boundaries, and 
how do you find them? Sir, you look upon her 

, records, (and you have no right to go beyond that;) 
up to that boundary you admit her, and up to it 
you are bound todetend her. But, say gentlemen, 
that record is void, being inconsistent with the res- 
olutions of annexation — | tell you no; and that, if 
even there is a dispute as to the boundary, yet you 
are bound to recognize the boundary upon the 
record as correct, until it is changed by the method 
provided by the terms of annexation. 

But admit, for the sake of the argument, that 
there was no settled boundary, and that the ques- 
tion was left open for negotiation and settlement in 
that way. Dud we not propose to settle the matter 

| in that way? Was not General Almonte advised 

on the subject before and after he suspended diplo- 
matic relations? Did not our Government make 
| efort after effort to renew diplomacy, with a view 
to settle all our difficulties? Was not our forbear- 
ance to Mexico such as we would have exercised 
toward no other nation of the world: What, then, 
could we do? Sir, there was no alternative left us 
but either to yield to proud, haughty, military 
Mexico all she claimed, or maintain our rights in 
the manner we did. Let me call the attention of 
gentlemen on the other side of the House to the 
sentiments of one of their own Presidents on this 
subject. John Tyler, in his message of December, 
1844, speaking of the intended invasion of ‘Texas 
by Mexico, says: ** Seeing, then, that new prep- 
‘ arations for hostile invasion of Texas were about 
‘to be adopted by Mexico, and that these were 
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‘brought about because Texas had adopted th 

‘ suggestions of the Executive upon the subject ? 
‘annexation, it could not possibly have folded in 

‘arms and permitted a war, threatened to be = 
‘ companied by every act that could marka bar\s,. 
‘ ous age, to be waged against her because she 
* done so.”’ 


are 


had 


Here, sir, we have the declarations of a Whj> 
President, taking the strong ground that h 1 
have interfered against Mexican invasio 
before annexation was consummated, ha 
tempt at invasion been made. 

- Sir, there was but one course that Pre 
Polk could adopt. The resolutions of annexation 
had passed both Houses of Congress, and were 
about to be sanctioned by the people of Texas 
Mexico had repeatedly declared, in advance, that 
she would consider the act equivalent to a declara. 
tion of war. General Almonte left the country 
with bitter threatenings on his lips. All diplomatic 
relations were suspended. Mexican forces were 
concentrating on the Rio Grande, with the avowed 
purpose of subjugating all of Texas. The Cop. 
stitution and laws make it the duty of the Pres’. 
dent to repel invasions, and therefore left no alte:. 
native for the President but to put forward a suf. 
ficient force to meet the crisis. Accordingly, on 
the 28th of May, 1845, Secretary Marcy, in writing 
to General ‘Taylor, says: ° 


‘Tam ordered by the President to cause the forces now 
under your command, and those which may be assigned to 
it, to be put in a position where they inay most promptly and 
efficiently act in defence of Texas, in the event it shail be. 
come necessary and proper to employ the:n for that purpose, 
The information received by the Executive warrants the be- 


lief that Texas will shortly accede to the terms of annexa 
tion.”? 


In the same letter: 


** Should the territories of Texas be invaded by a foreizn 
Power, and you shall receive certain intelligence, through 
her functionaries, of that fact, after her convention shall 
have acceded to the terms of annexation contained in the 
resolutions of Congress, you will at once employ, in the most 
effective manner your judgment may dictate, the forces un- 
der your command for the defence of these territories, and 
to expel invaders.”’ 


Here, then, in the first letter to General Taylor 
’ yior, 
he has orders to prepare himself, that, in the event 
of Texas agreeing to the resolutions of annexa- 
tion, he may defend her territories, and expel the 
invaders. ne pee t: 
On the 15th June, he is directed, in anticipation 
of the acceptance of the terms of the resolutions, 
‘‘which will constitute Texas an integral portion 
‘of our country, to make a forward movement of 
‘the troops under his command, and advance to the 
‘mouth of the Sabine, or to such other point of the 
‘Gulf of Mexico or its navigable waters as in his 
‘judgment would be most convenient for an em- 
‘barkation, at the proper time, for the western fron- 
‘tier of Texas.’’ In the same letter, ne was told: 
“The point of your ultimate destination is the western 
frontier of Texas, where you will select and occupy, on or 
near the Rio Grande, such a site as will consist with the 
health of the troops, and will be best adapted to repel inva- 
sion and protect what, in the event of annexation, will be 
our western border, You will limit yourself to the detence 
of the territory of Texas, unless Mexico should declare war 
against the United States. Your movement for the Gu'f of 
Mexico, and your preparations to embark for the western jron- 
ticr of Teras, are to be made without any delay; but you will 
not get a landing on that frontier until you have ascertained 
the due acceptance by Texas of the terms of annexation.” 


On the 8th of July, Secretary Marcy writes to 
General Taylor in these words: 


“ This department is informed that Mexico has some mil- 
itary establishments on the east side of the Rio Grande, 
which are, and for some time have been, in the actual occu- 
pancy of her troops. In carrying out the instructions here- 
tofore received, you will be careful to avoid any acts of ag 
gression, unless an actual state of war should exist. The 
Mexican forces at the ports in their possession, andt which 
have been so, will not be disturbed, so long as the relations 
of peace between the United States and Mexico continue. 


Again, on the 30th of July, Secretary Marcy 
writes : 


« While avoiding, as you have been instructed to do, all 
aggressive measures towards Mexico, as long as the rela- 
tions of peace exist between that Republic and the United 
States, you are expected to occupy, protect, and defend the 
territory of Texas to the extent that it has been occupied by 
the people of Texas. The Rio Grande is claimed to be the 
boundary between the two countries, and up to this bound- 
ary you are to extend your protection, only excepting any 
posts on the eastern side thereof, which are in the actu 
occupancy of Mexican forces or Mexican settlements, over 
which the Republic of Texas did not exercise jurisdic 
at the period of annexation, or shortly before that event. ; 
is expected that in selecting the establishment for yeu 
troops, you will approach as near the boundary _ 
Rio Grande—as prudence will dictate. With this view, the 
President desires that your position, for part of your forces 
at least, should be west of the river Nueces.” 
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Here, then, we have four different communica- 


tions to General Taylor, the substance of which | 
are, that he shall prepare to remove his forces to 

Texas, that, in the event that Texas accedes to 

the resolutions of annexation, and Mexico at- 

tempts an invasion, he may be prepared to repel | 
the Mexican forces; that to this end his ultimate 
jestination will be the Rio Grande; that he shall, 
without delay, approach some point near that river, 
bot in his march to be careful not to interrupt the 
Mexican posts or settlements on this side; and 
that, to this end, a part of his troops shall be west of | 
the Nueces. 

Now, let us look for a moment at General Tay- | 
lor's reply to these several communications. 

On the 20th July, 1845, he acknowledged the | 
receipt of the letter of the 8th, and, after speaking | 
of the instructions relative to the Mexican settle- 
ments on the east side the Rio Grande, he adds: | 

“These instructions will be closely obeyed, and the de- | 
pirtwent may rest assured that L wiil take no step to inter- | 
rupt the friendly relutions between the United States and 
Mexico.”’ 

Now, sir, it has frequently been said, that the | 
instructions of the 8th were an admission that Mex- | 
ico had possession of the country on the left bank | 
of the Rio Grande; and it is true that the Presi- | 
dent was informed that there were some military | 
posts there; but he never acknowledged their right 
tobe there, and only cautioned General Taylor, 








he could possibly have occupied. After stating 
what the instructions of June 15 were, and that | 
Point Isabel would have fulfilled more fully than | 
any other position the conditions imposed by the 
Secretary of War, he goes on and gives the reasons 
why he did not take that position: 

** He had no artillery, no engineer force or appliances, and 
but a moderate ainount of infantry. Under these circeum- 
stances, the occupation of Point [sabel might have compro- 
mised the satety of his command. I therefore (says he) 
determined to take up the next accessible position in the | 
rear, which is the mouth of the Nueces river.”’ 

All the information which he had obtained be- | 
fore leaving New Orleans, seemed to point to Cor- 
pus Christi as the most suitable point for concent 
tration. And, although, before the instructions of 
July 30 had reached him, he would have preferred 
a position on the left bank of the river, yet a 
careful examination of the country had already | 
convinced him that none could be found combin- | 
ing so many advantages as this—that every day’s 
experience had confirmed these impressions. Cor- 
pus Christi is healthy, easily supplied, well situa- | 
ted to hold in observation the Rio Grande, from 
Matamoros to Laredo. A salutary moral effect 


that time Corpus Christi was the best point that 
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was exercised on the Mexicans. The traders carry | 


home favorable news of our camp and discipline. 


| ** For these reasons our position thus far has becn | 
‘the best possible; but now thatthe entire force will | 


that, so long as the relations of peace continued, 


he should not interfere with them, as it was un- 


necessary to do so, and a different course might | 


bring on a collision of arms, which he wished, if 
possible, to avoid. That General Taylor so un- 
derstood these instructions, is very evident from 
the language of his reply. 

On the 15th of August, 1845, he acknowledged 
the receipt of the letters of July 28 and 30; and 
then adds: 

“Jam gratified to find that my measures thus far have 
met wit) the approbation of the Government and general- 
in-chief; and, particulurlu, to find that [ have but anticipated 
the wishes of the President in taking up a position west of 
the Nueces.”’ 

General Taylor, in his letter of October 4, first 
gives his reasons why he did not comply with Mr. 
Bancroft’s instructions of June 15, directing him 
to take up his quarters near the Rio Grande, and 
why he stopped at Corpus Christi. He then gives 
his reasons why that had proved to be the best 
point, and then says: 


“Por these reasons, our position thus far has, I think, 


been the best possible ; but now that the entire force willbe | 


soon concentrated, it mmay well be a question whether the 
views of Government will be best carried out by our remain- 
ingatthis point. Itis with great deference that I make any 
suggestions on topics which may become matters of delicate 
negotiation; but if our Government, in settling the question 
of boundary, makes the line of the Rio Grande an ultimatum, 


Icannot doubt that the settlement will be greatly facilitated | 


and hastened by Our taking possession at Once Of One or two 
suitable points On or quite near that river.’? 


_ And then, after giving his reasons for this opin- 
ion, he adds: 

“Mexico having as yet made no positive declaration of 
war, or committed any overt act of hostilities, I do not feel 
at liberty, under my instructions, particularly those of July 


§, to make a forward movement to the Rio Grande, without 
authority from the War Department.” 


On the 24th October, Commodore Conner wrote 
General Taylor, informing him that ** the Mexican 
‘Government had accepted the proposal made b 
‘that of our country to arrange the existing dif 
‘culties by negotiation,’’ and that the information 
had been despatched to Washington. 

On the 7th of November, General Taylor writes 
to the War Department; encloses a copy of Com- 
modore Conner’s letter; acknowledges the receipt 
of the letter of October 16; said he had declined 
aliswering it fully until he got an answer to his of 

ctober 4, which covered in part the same ground. 
He then adds: 


“The news from Mexico, however, tends to modify, in 
tome degree, the views expressed in that communication, 
(October 4.) The position now occupied by the troops may, 
perhaps, be the best while negotiations are pending, or, at 
any rate, until a disposition shall be manifested by » Ose fa 
(0 protract them unreasonably. Under the supposition that 
fuch may be the view of the department, I shall make no 
movement from this point, except for the purpose of exam- 
‘Ming the country, until further instructions are received.” 


Now, Mr. Chairman, there have been various 
Constructions given to this correspondence, and 
fspectally to the letters of October 4 and Novem- 
tr. My own opinion is, that no gentleman has 
given the true construction. On the 4th of October, 








| 


fried out by our remaining at this point.”” 


: tions. 


‘soon be concentrated, it may well be a question 
‘whether the views of Government will be best car- 
Now, 
sir, let me here ask, what are the views of Gov- 
ernment which he thought would not be best car- 


| ried out by his remaining at Corpus Christi? I 


answer, they are found in previous communica- 


and was determined to maintain that claim. 
is clear from the language of Secretary Marcy, in 


|| his letter of October 16, when he tells General 
|| Taylor— 


* Previous instructions will have put you in possession of | 


the views of the Government of the United Staws, not only 


| as to the eztent of its territorial claims, but of its determina- 


tion to assert them. In carrying out these instructions, you 


will be left very much to your own judgment, by reason of | 


your superior Knowledge of localities, and the earlier notice 
you may receive of the probable views of Mexico and the 
movements of her troops.” 


These are the views of Government to which he | 
alludes, and above everything else is the protection | 


of Texas up to the Rio Grande. He then adds: 


“Ttis with great deference that I make any suggestions 
on topics which may become matter of delicate negotiation; 


| but if our Government, in settling the question of boundary, 


makes the line of the Rio Grande our u/fimutum, I cannot 


| doubt but the settlement will be greatly facilitated and hast 


ened by our taking possession at once of one or two suita- 
ble points on or quite near that river.” 

And now, sir, let me here ask, what kind of set- 
tlement does he allude to? I answer, settlement 
by negotiation. And why will that be facilitated 
and hastened by taking position on the Rio 
Grande? It will be naananel wink facilitated, or, in 
other words, it will bring about negotiation, and 
facilitate it when brought about, for the reason 
that ‘‘our strength and preparation will be dis- 


| played in a manner not to be misunderstood.”’ 


| ** However salutary may be the effect produced | 


‘upon the border people by our presence here, we 
‘are too far from the frontier to impress the Gov- 
‘ernment of Mexico with our readiness to vindi- 


| * cate by force of arms, if necessary, our title to the 


| * country as far as the Rio Grande.”’ 
| the reasons why a position on or near the river | 
| will bring about negotiation. 


These are 


Let us display our 
force, anu let them know what our intentions are. 
But under his instructions he does not feel autho- 


rized to make the move without further directions |; 


from the War Department. 
I repeat it, sir, the object that General Taylor 


had in view in ordering a removal of the troops | 


from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande, was to 
bring about a negotiation for the settlement of our 
difficulties with Mexico. The gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Cops] seemed to think that he al- 
luded to the particular negotiation which was soon 
after proposed. I do not think so. General Tay- 
lor knew nothing of the intended effort at negoti- 
ation at the time he wrote hia letter of October 4. 
His position was stronger than this. It was not 


that Mexico would accede to our proposition to | 
negotiate. No, sir, no. It was that Mexico, see- | 


They consist in this, that our Government | 
claimed the Rio Grande as our western boundary, | 


This | 





| 
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make the offer of negotiation. But we are told 
that the letter of November 7 modifies that of 
October 4. It does, sir. It modifies it just so far 
as there has been achange of circumstances in the 
mean time. On the 6th of November General Tay- 
lor received a letter from Commodore Conner, 
informing him that Mexico had accepted a propo- 
sition to arrange the existing difficuluies by negoti- 
ation; and then, on the 7th of November, writing 
to the War Department, enclosing Commodore 
Conner’s letter, and mentioning his views as ex- 
pressed in the letter of the 4th, he adds: 

« The intelligence from Mexico, however, tends to modi- 
fy, in some degree, the views expressed in that communi- 
eation. The position now oceupied by the troops may, 
perhaps, be the best while negotiations are pending, or, at 
any rate, until a disposition shall be manifested by Mexico 
to protract them unreasonably. Under the supposition that 
such may be the view of the department, | shall make no 
movement from this point until further instructed.” 

Now, sir, let us see how beautifully these letters 
correspond, and how positively they recommend 
the same policy. On the 4th of October, no propo- 
sition for negotiation pending, he writes to the 
department and tells them, if you intend to make 
the Rio Grande an ultimatum, move your troops 
up to it, display your force, and your determina- 
tion to maintain your rights, and it will be the 
means of hastening, bringing about, and facilita- 
ting negotiation. But, on the 7th of November, 
propositions for negotiation then having been made 
and accepted, the reasons for removing the troops 
no longer exist; Mexico agrees to treat without 
being induced to it by a display of our forces on 
the Rio Grande; and, inasmuch as it is no longer 
necessary to move for the purpose of bringing 
about negotiation, therefore, the position now occu- 
pied is perhaps the best, while negotiations are 
pending, or, at least, until she manifests a dispo- 
sition to protract them unreasonably; but then, so 
80 soon as negotiation ends or is unreasonably 
protracted, move your forces to the Rio Grande. 

And now, having thus given my views of the 
correspondence between the War Department and 
General Taylor, up to the 7th of November, 1845, 
let us turn our attention for a moment to what was 
transpiring at the capital of Mexico, 

On the 15th of September, 1845, Mr. Black, our 
consul at the city of Mexico, was directed to pro- 
pose to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Relations 
a renewal of the diplomatic relations between the 
two Governments. 

On the 15th of October, 1845, he received an 
answer, acceding to the propositions of our Gov- 
ernment, accompanied with a request that our 
squadron be ordered out of the portof Vera Cruz, 
and that the person sent to negotiate a settlement of 
existing difficulties should be endowed with quali- 
ties proper to the attainment of such ends. 

On the 10th of November, 1845, Mr. Slidell was 
sent on his mission, and on the 2ist of December 
following was rejected by Herrera’s Government. 
And now here I wish to remark, that from a ver 
careful examination of the correspondence in witch 
Mr. Black, Mr. Slidell, and the Mexican minister, 


| Mr. Pefia y Peiia, were the parties, I have no 


doubt it was the wish of General Herrera that 
diplomacy should be renewed, with a view to a 

eaceful settlement of all our difficulties. But, sir, 
Ge very soon discovered the difficulties surround- 
ing him; he soon discovered that some of the mil- 
itary spirits of the country were resolved first upon 
an overthrow of his Government, and next upon 
a war with this country. This was in accordance 
with the feelings of a large majority of the people, 
and his pacific overtures were seized upon by Pa- 


, redes as a pretext upon which to place himself in 


ower. Herrera saw the storm gathering around 
his head. He knew the lever that was being used 
against him. He had not the moral courage to 
meet the crisis; and on the 30th December, 1845, 
without a struggle, quietly yielded up the Govern- 
ment to the war influence of the country, with Pa- 
redes at its head. And, sir, any gentieman who 
will carefully examine the history of this whole 
affair will be forced irresistibly to the conclusion, 
that with the first rejection of Mr. Slidell and over- 
throw of Herrera’s Government ended all hope of 
peaceful negotiation. 

It will be borne in mind, that one of the errors 
into which Herrera was led, in part by his own 
pusillanimity, and in part by the force of cireum- 
stances, was, that he submitted the proposition as 


ing our determination to assert and maintain our | to the reception or rejection of Mr. Slidel) to what 
the Council of Government. He sought 


General Taylor gave it as his opinion, that up to |’ line up to the Rio Grande, would induce her to |) was te 
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to escape the responsibility of action, by shifting 
it upon the shoulders of others, at the same time 
anxious that they should receive our minister, 
with the hope that in that event he could retain 
his power. 

On the 17th of December, 1845, Mr. Slidell be- 
came satisfied as to the result, and accordingly 
wrote to Mr. Buchanan, giving a detailed account 
of all that had taken place; enclosed copies of his 
correspondence; and, on the next day, added, by 
way of postscript, that he had received a paper 
containing the decision of the Council of Govern- 
ment against his reception, and which paper he 
also enclosed. This mtelligence was received at 
the War Department on the 12th of January, 1846; 
and on the day following, a letter was sent to Gen- 
¢ral Taylor, ordering him to move from Corpus 
Christi to the left bank of the Rio Grande; and 
this order is said to have been the immediate cause 
of the war. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not my wish to pursue this 
subject any further. LT trust | have shown that 
Mexico commenced the war, and is responsible for 
the evils that have followed in its train; that the 
tile to our territory was perfect to the left bank of 
the Rio Grande; that it was the duty of the Presi- 
dent to resist invasion up to that line; that the order 
of the 13th of January was in strict accordance 
with the previously expressed opinions of General 
Taylor; that all etforts at negotiation had failed; 
that Mexico had concentrated her forces with the 
avowed purpose of invading and subjugating Tex- 
as; and thatit therefore became the imperative daty 
of the President to meet the crisis. He did meet 
it, and the nation will sustain the act. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
of Mr. MeCierrianp, and it was adopted, 

Mr. FICK LIN moved to add at the end of the 
resolution the followmg proviso: 


Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall he so 
constried as to require the payment of any expenses ineur 
red prior to the organization of companies by the election of 
their oflieers. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend the bill by 
inserting before the words, ** Provided, however,” 
the words, “and such as are allowed by law to 
the troops of the United States.” Rejected. 

Mr. RUMSEY moved to strike out of the reso- 
lution the words, ‘* or for money advanced to the 
commanding officers of any regiment, battalion, or 

- . “ J 
comp iny,for the purpose aforesaid. Agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to add at the 
end of the resolution the following: 

Provided, further, That nothing herein contained shall be 
construed to authorize the refunding of any money than such 
as would have been paid or advanced by the proper otlicers 
of the United States, had such otticers been present. 

Mr. JONES explained his amendment. 

After an few remarks by Messrs. BROWN, 
of Mississippi, DICKINSON, MILLER, and 
PHELPS— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 

And then the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, arch 29, 1848. 


Mr. MILLER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, in favor of a law to 
provide for the reimbursement of expenses incur- 
red by William Napton and Alexander F. Arnold 
in raising a company of volunteers to serve in the 
Mexican war, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of New Hampshire, asking a reduction of postage 
to one centon papers and two cents on letters; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
for the abolition of slavery in the United States; 
the motion to receive which was laid on the ta- 
ble. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition from the Society 
for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents, ask- 
ing to be released from a judgment obtained against 
them by the United States for the purchase money 
stipulated to be paid for the property now occupied 
asa house of refuge; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Rebec- 
ca Heald, asking compensation for property de- 
stroyed during the war with Great Britain; whieh , 
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was referred to the Committee on Military Af- | 


fairs. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Missouri, ask- 
ing the right of preémption to certain lands settled 
and cultivated by them; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Land Claims. 


Mr. BELL presented two memorials from citi- 
zens of Tennessee, all numerously signed, asking 
an appropriation for the repair of the dam at Cum- 
berland Island, in the Ohio river. 

Mr. BELL explained that this petition was nu- 
merously signed by some thousands of persons, 
masters of boats, merchants, traders, planters, &c.; 
and their object was to obtain an appropriation for 
the repair of the dam at the head of Cumberland 
Island, in the Ohio river. That dam was erected 
about fifteen years ago, and had answered the 
purpose of its construction until within the last 
two or three years, when, in consequence of dam- 
age caused by the freshets, a breach had been made 
in it; the effect of which had been a great incon- 
venience to the public, and much injury to vessels 
navigating the river. 
speedily be made, the navigation would be entire- 
ly stopped, to the great injury of all the western 
States, the trade from which took that direction. 
The original intention of the construction, which 
was to throw the channel towards the left bank of 
the river, had been entirely thwarted by the injury 
received by the dam. Great losses had already 
occurred, exceeding in amount the original cost of 
the work. 
imminent danger, and, on one occasion, some two 
years ago, he was himself exposed to great peril, 
having been for some four-and-twenty hours sus- 
pended between life and death He stated that an 
appropriation for the repairs of the dam would not 
be liable to the constitutional objections of the 
President; and his only apprehension was, that it 
would encounter opposition from those interested 
in smaller but rival works. He trusted, however, 
that the great importance of this object to all the 
western States, would enable it to triumph over all 
opposition. 

The memorials were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN likewise presented several 
memorials from Kentucky and Illinois, in relation 
to the same, and drew the attention of the Senate, 
and the committee in particular, to the necessity 
for the repair of the dam; which were referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ALLEN, in pursuance of notice, obtained 


leave to bring*in a joint resolution giving the con- | 


gratulations of Congress to the French people, 
(published in yesterday’s proceedings. ) 

‘The resolution was read, and the Secretary was 
proceeding to read it a second time; when— 


Mr. MILLER objected to the secand reading, | 


unless for the purpose of reference. 
Mr. ALLEN could see no necessity for a refer- 
ence. 


puta stop to present proceeding. Heshould, how- 


ever, move to have the resolution printed for the | 


use of the Senate; which was agreed to. 


Mr. ASHLEY, in pursuance of notice, intro- 
duced a bill explanatory of the act entitled ** An 


act to raise, for a limited time, an additional mili- | 
tary force, and for other purposes; which was read | 
twice, und referred to the Committee on Military || 


Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 


mittee on Commerce, reported House bill to change | 


the location of certain light-houses and buoys, with- 
out amendment. 
Mr. D. said he had been instructed by the Com- 


mittee on Commerce to ask that the bill might be | 


immediately considered; when, after explaining its 
object, which was simply to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury to change the locations of cer- 
tain light-houses and buoys, the motion was agreed 
to, and the bill read a third time and passed. 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported House bill for the relief of Colonel 
Robert Wallace, without amendment. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. YULEE, 


Resolved, ‘Vhat the President be requested to transmit to 
the Senate any documents or evidence on file in any of the 


Executive departments relative to the services of Captain || 
McCleltlan’s company of Florida volunteers in the year ii 


1eAv. 


NAL GLOBE. 


Unless some repair should | 


' the claims provided for by the bill under consider. 


Boats had frequently been placed in | 


If the second reading was objected to, that || 
| Senate. 


March 29, 
The following resolution, submitted 
Breese on the 23d instant, was taken 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War he directed to int 
the Senate what quantity of public land has been ce., a 
from sale and settlement at and near Fort Sieiline aa 
Upper Mississippi river; stating the quantity on ach bh the 
of the river so reserved; the purpose to which the jing. a 
devoted; the amount of foree at that post, averaging it fa. 
the last five years ; and whether, in his opinion, the la ie 
reserved on the east bank of the river are really for oo 
military purposes. a 

The bill from the House making appropriations 

. . ! 
for the current and contingent expenses of the [p. 
dian Department, &c., was read twice, and refe 
to the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the }j) 
concerning the Supreme Court of the United States. 


&c., was taken up, and made the special orde 
Friday. 


by Mr. 


up and 


rred 


ate 8, 
t for 


CALIFORNIA CLAIMS. 
On motion of Mr. CASS, the Senate proceedeg 
to consider the bill for ascertaining and | 
certain claims in California. 
Mr. DIX addressed the Senate as follows: 
Mr. Presipent: The transactions out of w) 


eying 


lich 


ation arose, were explained yesterday in the brief 
but very pertinent and lucid remarks of the honor. 
able Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] as chair. 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, befiye 
which the testimony substantiating the claims was 
taken. I hold in my hand the printed document 
containing this testimony, and before I sit down | 


will read some portions of it to the Senate, though 


I may perhaps but present what is familiar to all, 
I do not know that any explanation further than 


| that which has already been given by the honor- 
| able Senator from Michigan is necessary to vindi- 


eate the propriety of passing the bill. The pecu- 
niary obligations, for the discharge of which it 
provides, were contracted in good faith, for the 
purpose of subduing the country and of expelling 
from it the military forces of Mexico. In the ex- 
ecution of these objects, the young and accom- 
plished officer at the head of our troops, Colone! 
Frémont, exhibited a combination of energy, 
promptitude, sagacity, and prudence, which indi- 
cates the highest capacity for civil and military 
command; and, in connection with what he has 
done for the cause of science, it has given hima 
reputation at home and abroad of which men much 
older and more experienced than himself might 
well be proud. That the country will do justice 
to his valuable and distinguished services | enter- 
tain not the slightest doubt. 

The objects accomplished by Colonel Frémont, 
as subsequent developments have shown, were far 
more important than those I have referred to. 
There is no doubt that his rapid and decisive 
movements kept California out of the hands of 
British subjects, and perhaps out of the hands of 
the British Government; and it is in this point of 
view that I desire to present the subject to the 
If these transactions stood alone, if they 
constituted an isolated case, I might not deem tt 
necessary to call attention to them. But as apart 
of a system to all appearances deliberately entered 
upon and steadily pursued, it seems to me that 
they may justly claim a more extensive consider: 
ation than would otherwise be due to them. 

While discussing the bill to raise an additional 
military force in January last, I stated some facts 
in illustration of the encroachments of Great Bri- 
ain on the southern portion of the North American 
continent. I alluded particularly to her movements 
on the Mosquito coast, where she is establishing 
herself under the pretence of giving protection toan 


insignificant tribe of Indians, but in reality to gain 


possession of a territory not only intrinsically valua- 
ble on account of its natural products, but doubly 
so to her on account of its advantages of position. 
This occupation does not rest upon the ground of 
an aie establishment on territory unreclaimed 
from its primeval solitude, or even on territory 


' not reduced to actual possession by its first discov- 


erer. It is a portion of the old Spanish dominion 


in North America, constituting, after the dissolu- 


tion of the empire of Spain in the western hem 


sphere,a part of the confederation of Central Amer- 


ica, and now an integral part of the States 0 
Honduras and Nicaragua: and if the power of 
Spain had continued unbroken, this unjustifiableen- 
croachment would not have been heard of. I stated 
on a former occasion that the territory occupied 0 
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Se 


cue name of the Mosquito nation by Great Britain 
contains about 40,000 square miles, nearl as large 

surface as that of the State of New York, and 
that she had recently sought to extend oer eee 
con by forcible means to the river San uan de 

Nicaragua, near the eleventh mone of latitude, 
“ne degree further south than the territory actually 
claimed as belonging to the Mosquitos according 
«) her own geographical delineations. — ‘ 

“ Nearly a century ago some connection existed 
hetween Great Britain and the Mosquito Indians; 
put the territory was abandoned by her under treaty 
ipulations with Spain. When the connection 
was renewed | am unable to say; but I believe 
the frst open and avowed attempt to exercise rights 
of sovereignty over the territory, through consular 
avents, was In 1843, when Mr. Patrick Walker 
was appointed consul at Bluefields; and this ap- 
ointment was instantly the subject of a protest by 
at least one of the South American States. 

Before I proceed to give the details of this en- | 
croachment, I wish to call the attention of the Sen- 
ste to the position taken by the Executive of the 
nited States, nearly twenty-five years ago, in 
espect to the future colonization of this continent 
by European Powers. 

‘In the annual message of Mr. Monroe to Con- 
cress, in December, 1823, he stated, that in the 
discussion of the respective rights of Great Britain, 
Russia, and the United States, on the northwestern 
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when the admiral of the French fleet refused to in- 
terfere, on the ground that such interference would 
violate well-established principles of international 
law, has had the effect of prolonging for five years 
a war which would otherwise have been speedily 
decided, and led to a violation of every rule of in- 
ternational duty, through a further intervention in 
the affairs of the Argentine Confederation, by the 
combined fleets of France and Great Britain, un- 
der the sanction of their respective governments. 
Those who desire to know more of these transac- 
tions will find a most interesting discussion in the 
British House of Lords, in the Parliamentary De- 
bates of 1845, vol. 8&3, page 1,152. In reply to 
some inquiries proposed by Lord Beaumont, the 
Earl of Aberdeen made the defence of the Minis- 
try. He was followed by Lord Colchester, who 
had been at the Riode la Plata, and who was tho- 
roughly acquainted with all that had taken place. 
He corrected many of the Earl of Aberdeen’s state- 
ments; and [ think it will be admitted that he left 
to the Ministry a most unsatisfactory ground of 
defence. On the principles laid down by Mr. Mon- 
roe, it would have been the duty of the United 
States to interpose for the purpose of protecting 


_ the Oriental and Argentine republics from this fla- 


coast of America, the occasion had ‘* been judged || 


proper for asserting as a principle, in which the 
rehts of the United States are involved, that the 
American continents, by thé free and independent 
-ondition which they have assumed and maintained, 
ere henceforth not to be considered as subjects for 
fyture colonization by any European Powers.” 
ly the same message it was declared, that we 
should regard any attempt on the part of European 
Powers to extend their political ‘‘system to any 
portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our 
yeace and safety.’? ‘* With existing colonies or 
dependencies of any European Powers,”’ says the | 
message, **we have not interfered, and shall not | 
interfere. But with the governments who have 

declared their independence, and maintained it, 

and whose independence we have, on great consid- 

eration and on just principles, acknowledged, we 

could not view any interposition for the purpose | 
of oppressing them, or controlling in any other | 
manner their destiny, by any European Power, in | 
ay other light than as the manifestation of an un- | 
friendly disposition towards the United States.”’ 

The two positions assumed by the Executive of 
the United States were— 

1. That there must be no further colonization | 
on either of the American continents by any Eu- | 
ropean Power; and, 

2. That there must be no interference by Euro- | 
pean Powers with the independent States in this | 
liemisphere : 


grant invasion of their rights as sovereign and inde- 
pendent States. We have failed to do so, I do not 
say whether rightly or not; but the impolicy of 
making declarations which we are not prepared 
to maintain is strongly exemplified in our inac- 


| tion. 


In the annual message of the President to Con- 
gress in December, 1846, the declarations of Mr. 
Monroe were reiterated, but the application of the 


| principles he asserted was virwally restricted to 


the continent of North America. Whatever hesi- 


| tancy there may be in extending the application 


_ bordering on us, or in our neighborhood. 


| interest of the whole civilized world. 


| very foundation of all national independence—a 


further, to this extent its assertion and maintenance 
at all hazards can afford, it appears to me, no 
ground for a difference of opinion; and, so believ- 
ing, it was with great pleasure that I listened to the 
spirited remarks of the honorable Senator from Del- 
aware (Mr. CLayton] on this subject, at the close 
of the debate on the bill to raise an additional mili- 


tary force. Our own security depends, in no incon- 


siderable degree, on the tranquillity of the States 
i The 
interference of European Powers in their affairs 
can have no other effect but to produce distractions 
dangerous alike to them and to us. We have a 
right.to insist, then, on the principle of non-inter- 
vention on this continent—a principle lying at the 


principle which cannot be violated without offend- 
ing against the common welfare and the common 
In connec- 
tion with this subject, I desire to say that I have 


| always insisted, in the most earnest manner, on 


And these declarations were accompanied by the | 


disavowal on our part of all intention to interfere 
with existing colonies or dependencies of any Eu- 
ropean Power on this continent. 

Of the wisdom or policy of these declarations, I 
have nothing to say; though I mustadd, that I have 
always considered the publication of manifestoes, 
which the government putting them forth is not 
prepared to maintain at all hazards, as calculated 
to detract from its dignity and influence. 

Mr. Monroe’s declarations. have not been main- | 
tuned. ‘They applied to South as well as North 
America; and during the lastfive years, the Banda | 
Vriental and the Argentine Confederation have been | 
the theatre of an armed intervention, on the part of 
Great Britain at first, and ultimately of Great Brit- 
“in and France, which is almost unprecedented in 
the history of nations, as a violation of the right of 
‘very community to regulate its domestic concerns 
Ws own way, without external interference. I 
will not detain the Senate by entering into the de- 
‘sls of these transactions. — Suffice it to say, that 
r 1838, in consequence of internal dissensions in 
te Banda Oriental, or the Oriental Republic of 

riguay, fomented by foreign officers and resi- | 
ents in Montevideo, General Oribe, the President, | 
resigned, and fled to Buenos Ayres, his rival, Gen- 
tral Reveira, succeeding to his political post. In 


1842, Oribe entered the Banda Oriental, drove Re- 
Véira into 


in Monte 
by sea b 
of A 


d 


video, which was subsequently invested 
by the Argentine fleet. The interposition | 
dmiral Purvis, commanding the British fleet, . 


the duty of non-interference on our part with the 
affairs of European States. I consider it the more 


| imperative now, when great political changes are 


taking place, and when the whole continent of Eu- 
rope may be convulsed to its centre. 
In this view of the subject, the encroachments 


| of Great Britain in North America possess an im- 


portance which cannot be exaggerated. I begin 
with Central America, and shall pass on to Cali- 
fornia, where we have had recent evidence of a 
deliberate design to obtain possession of the coun- 
try, for the potpont of ethane Us. « 

In February last, I received a letter from a friend 
in New York—a gentleman of high respectability, 
extensively engaged in commercial transactions, 
chiefly with Central and South America, and who 
formerly held a seat in the House of Representa- 
tives—stating that he had noticed my allusion to 


| the affairs of the Mosquito coast, and that he could 


|| give me some information on the subject, if I de- 
sired it. 
received from him, about a month ago, a letter, 


I immediately made the request, and 


which I will read to the Senate: 


“ New York, February 28, 1248. 

“Dear Sir: Your favor of the 25th instant is received. 
In compliance with your request, [ have hastily drawn up 
the outlines of the information alluded to. 

“In August, 1845, Mr. James 8. Bell visited New York, 
and was introduced to me as a person haying great conmer- 
cial advantages at the English settlement of Biuefields, Mos- 
quito nation, Central America, and who desired to form a 


| connection with a house at New York, by which these ad- 


Brazil, and besieged his general (Paez) || 


vantages could be made available for commereial enterprise. 
Having at that time much business at Belize and Truxillo, I 
was ready to listen to propositions for increasing my trade } 


| with that country, especially to receive the valuable infor- 


mation which I was told Mr. B. could impart. Mr. Beli |, 


BE. 
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fields, which he assured me was really the government de 


feeto of the Mosquito nation—a tribe of dissolute and degra- 


ded Indians, whese King, a lad of fourteen, was an inmate 
of the consul-house,and dependanton that functionary for 
the necessaries of life; that the Mosquito country had been 
privately conyeyed to the British Government, and that that 
claim, when questioned, could be maintained by a legal title 
of purchase from the King; that the ebject of the British 
Government was not only the possession of this territory, 
which abounded with rich forests of mahogany, and other 
valuable woods, on the coast, and many miles im the jnt 
rior on navigable rivers, but at the proper time, to show, 
prove, and maintain by force of arms, if necessary, the Moe- 
quito (their own) tide te as far south as 10° of north lantude, 
comprising San Juan and the rich country of Lake Nicara- 
gua, thus securing the best route to the Pacific, as well as by 
tar the most fertile and productive of all that section of Cen 
tral America; that he (Mr. Bell) had made two Visits, ac- 
companied by skillful surveyors and engineers, to San Juen, 
aud thence to the interior, and to the Lake Nicaragua, for 
purposes of exploration, &c., by order of the Government, 
conveyed privately to Mr. Walker, the consul at Bluctields 5 
that he came tothe United States to effect on his individual 
account a connection withsome mercantile house, by which 
to establish branches at Bluetields and at San Juan, in ad- 
vance of its hecoming a British port; thathe had received 
an exclusive grant forthe cutting of mahogany on Bluefield 
river and adjacent coast; that this connection with, and in- 
timate relation to, the consulate at Bluefields, alias tie Mos- 
quito Government, would give him such advantages at san 
Juan, that he could nearly monopolize the interior trade of 
that place. and ship to the United States large quantities of 
spice, indigo, cochineal, hides, &c., in exchange for cotton 
goods, flour, &e. 

© Mr. Bell, by written documents and letters, satisfied me 
fully of the truth of his statements, which recent events have 
in part confirmed. [declined the propositions. but another 
house have accepted them, 80 far as to engage the serviecs 
of about thirty men to return to Bluefields with Mr. B. to 
cut mahogany, one cargo of which has actually been receiv- 
ed at this port. Mr. Bell whil-t here, had a large chair made, 
with canopy, &c., gilded protuscly, and covered with dam- 
ask, which be stated was the throne of the King of the Mos- 
quitos ; also, halberds and other paraphernalia of royalty, 
which he took out with him to Bluefields. At the time, 
these statements made but little impression upon me; but 
recent events, particularly your speech, have showed too 
truly their truth and importance.” 


In connection with this subject, I will also read 
a communication furnished me, at my request, by 
the head of one of the foreign embassies in this city, 
and addressed, by the British chargé d’affaives at 
Bogota, to the Government of New Grenada, set- 
ting forth the extent of the British claims, In Jan- 
vary last, [ furnished other evidence, to the same 
point, on the authority of the British consul general 
at Guatemala. I present this as corroborative, and 
as of higher authority: 
* Brrrish Lecation, Bocora, Sept. 24, 1847, 
Circumstances having given rise to a question as to the 
extent of the coast fronticr of the kingdom of Mosquito, her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, alter having caretully ey - 
amined the various documents and historical records whic h 
exist relative to this subject, have instructed the undersig: - 


| ed, her Britannie Majesty’s chargé datfaires, to inform the 


Governmentot New Grenada that her Majesty’s Government 
are of opinion that the right of the King of Mosquito should 
be maintained, as extending from the Cape of Honduras 
down to the mouth of the river San Juan. 

“The undersigned has likewise been instructed to state 
that her Majesty’s Government will not view with indiffor- 
ence any attempt to encroach upon the right or territories ¢f 
the King of Mosquito, whois under the protection of the 
British Crown. 

“In addressing this communication to his excellency M. 
Man. Anucizar, Grenadian Secretary of State for Foreign Af 
fairs ad interim, the undersigned begs to assure him of his 
high and most distinguished consideration. 

“ DANIEL F. O’LEARY. 

From the information I have been able to gather, 
Mosquito has become, for all practical purposes, a 
British colony. The real head of the Mosquito 
nation is Mr. Patrick Walker, the British consul 
at Bluefields. The nominal king of the Mosquitos 
is a mere boy, living in his house. The Mosquito 
nation consists of a few hundred naked Indians— 
idle, ignorant, and worthless, Under the pretence 
of giving protection to this miscalled nation, Great 
Britain has extended her sovereignty over a district 
of country nearly as large as the State of New York 
or Pennsylvania. She has vessels of war, com- 
manded by British subjects, under the name of the 
Mosquito navy, And, in a word, she has appro- 


| priated to herself a partof the territory of Honduras, 


and is encroaching on the territory of Nicaragua, 
against the solemp protest of the Central American 
States. Her objects are doubtless threefold— 

1. To extend her political dominion on this con- 
tinent; 


2. To open new fields for commercial enterprise; 


| and 


3. To obtain possession of the most practicable 
route for a ship canal across the Isthmus, and thus 
to control the commercial communication between 
the two oceans. 

This last object is naturally regarded as the most 
important. The route has been surveyed minute- 


stated he was the Secretary to the British consulate atBlue- || ly, thoroughly, by a British engineer, and its 
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practicability ascertained. From the Caribbean 


sea to Lake Nicaragua, the river San Juan is sus- | 


ceptible of the requisite improvement. 
is already navigable for vessels of any burden; 


| 


The lake | 


and frem the lake it is less than sixteen miles | 


to the Pacific, with a mean descent of about one 


hundred and twenty-eight feet. The results of this | 


examination will be found at the end of the first 
volume of Stephens’s work on Central America. 


But it is not through her connection with the | 


Mosquito coast alone that Great Britain is extend- 
ing herself across the continent. Through her es- 


|| is concerned, and it will not permit them to be 
| abandoned. 


tablishment at Balize she is penetrating to the very | 


heart of the peninsula of Yucatan. 


first only a permission to occupy a small district | 
on the coast for the purpose of cutting logwood, 


and to enjoy the use of a fishery for the subsistence 
of the persons employed. 
given during the Spanish rule in America. It was 


This permission was | 


very cautious restricuons, and slightly extended by | 


the treaty of London in 1786. ‘The sovereignty of 


Spain c ver this territory became, by virtue of the in- | 
dependence of her colonies, of which Yucatan was | 


one, vested in Mexico. 
ain to Belize, Lam told, has not been recognized 
either by Mexico or Yucatan. 


But the right of Great Brit- | 


She not only con- | 


tinues to hold the coast, but she has extended her- | 
self overadistrict of about fourteen thousand square | 


miles, embracing one of the most valuable portions 


of Yucatan; and I believe she claims it by conquest. | 


She is within sixty miles of Chiapas, the southern 


State of Mexico; and her chief establishment is | 


A fierce | 


said to be a vast depot of contraband. 
contest is now going on between the Spanish and 


Indian races of Yucatan; and the latter, who were | 


once disarmed and harmless, are now found to be 


abundantly supplied with powder and firearms— 
many of the latter bearing the stamp of the tower | 


of London. When this contest, marked, as all 


such contests are, by murder, and rapine, and | 
wanton barbarity, shall have exhausted the com- | 


batants, both parties may be willing to take refuge 
in the power and find tranquillity under the pro- 
tection, of Great Britain. Sir, this is the usual 
issue of her intervention in the domestic concerns of 
other States—those especially in which civilization 
has made but little progress. This is still more 


| She desired that all the streams of prosperity which 


likely to be the result when semi-barbarous tribes 


are intermingled with civilized races, as in the 
greater portion of this continent to the south of 


us, and from numbers or local circumstances ap- | 


proaching an equality with each other in point of 
strength, 
1 do not make these statements, Mr. President, 


where. Itis a subject which I desire to see con- 
sidered with calmness and deliberation; but it is 
one which deeply concerns us. Our tranquillity, 
our political comfort, our commercial interests, are 
all involved in the exemption of neighboring States 


have « right to see that these mischiefs are not pro- 


moted by unauthorized interference from abroad. || 


_from’ domestic dissensions and violence; and we | 


I do not propose to speak of the right of interfer- | 


ence in the internal concerns of other States. On 
a former occasion I said to the Senate all that I 
desire to say on that subject. But L hold it to be 


our right and our duty, when we see questionable |, 
movements by foreign Powers on this continent, | 


either through their constituted authorities or 


through their subjects, supported by the power of | 


the State, to know what are their objects, and to 
see that the political independence of our weak and 
defenceless neighbors is not insidiously subverted, 
and their territorial possessions wrested from them 
by unwarrantable encroachment. 

One of the peculiarities of the system by which 
Great Britain has extended herself over so large 
a portion of the globe is, that she usually acts, in 
the first instance, by private rather than by pub- 
lic agents. She employs commerce to effect what 
other governments accomplish by public authority 
and force. Instead of sending an army or a fleet 
to take possession of a coast, she sends a trading 
company. Nothing can be more unsuspicious than 
the circumstances under which their first lodg- 
ment—the germ, perhaps, of a future empire—is 
made. ‘They only wish some facilities for landing 





TH 


She had at |, 


| larged currents, upon their source. 
| system of centralization. 
| heart became distended and gorged, while the ex- 


| ity. 


| been made more liberal of late, but unless still fur- 


| expression) colonial governments subservient to the 
| crown, commercial regulations framed with an ex- 
_clusive, and usually (such is the fatality of all sel- 
| fishness, individual or national) with a mistaken 


‘less States. 
| theme of a declaration or a manifesto. 
have it quietly announced to those whom it con- 


; ment. 


and for shelter while they dispose of their mer- | 
chandise; they desire to establish a factory (which, | 
in the British acceptation of the term, is a house | 


for traders) and to enjoy some temporary conve- | 


i} 


niences for traffic. The permission is given, a 


| characteristic is dependence on the parent State; its 
for the purpose of exciting feeling here or else- || 


| nial systems, however exclusive, where they now 


| portions of the globe. 


foothold is obtained, a house is built, a picket, a 
ditch, an embankment follow. These simple im- || 
provements (to use an American phrase) grow in- || 
sensibly into a settlement, a fortress, and a colony, 
and the occupation becomes perpetual. Here are 
British subjects, British property, and British in- 


terests to be protected; the honor of Great Britain 


Her East Indian empire, the most 
vast and lucrative of her possessions, was gained 
through the agency ofa trading company. Through 
a trading company she gained her first foothold on 
the northwest coast of America, and obtained for 
herself in the end some of the best portions of Ore- 
gon. 

There is another peculiarity in the British sys- 
tem of extension. Colonization is only desired so 
far as it is coextensive with political sovereignty. 


|| She does not labor to civilize or improve where she 
confirmed in 1783 by the treaty of Versailles, under | 


cannot rule. Commercial interest is the principal, 
and social improvement the incident in her pro- 
gress. 

Sir, there were two great systems of colonization 
in ancient times—those of Greece and Rome—and 
each distinct in its character. Greece was actuated 
by no sordid reference to self in the extension of 
her people. When she sent out her children to 
coonize distant territories, she let them go forth 
independent and free. She did not insist on carry- 
ing her political sovereignty along with them, and 
compelling them to pay a servile obedience to it. 
She sent them out with her benedictions and her 
prayers, to enjoy, unshared by herself, whatever 
prosperity they could earn by their industry and 
their valor; and it was through these migrations 
that the foundations of ancient civilization were 
laid in southern Italy. 

Roman colonization was totally different in its 
character. Rome, indeed, did not encourage colo- 
nization out of [taly in the early days of the repub- 
lic. In its latter days, and during the early period 
of the empire, she sent out colonies to distant re- 
gions, and retained them in dependence on herself. 


emanated from her should be poured back, in en- 
It was a vast 
Under its influence the 


tremities were left exhausted and cold, and the 
whole system fell asunder by force of this inequal- 


This is the British system of colonization; it has 


ther relaxed, its fate will be the same. Its great 


most inflexible formulas (if [ may be allowed the 


view to metropolitan interests. 

It is not for ouradvantage that this system should 
be extended. We desire freedom in commercial 
intercourse. We do not interfere with any colo- 
exist. We do not oppose their extension in other 
y But having no colonies our- 
selves, desiring none, looking only to an extension 


‘ | 

by pacific means, and from the operation of natu- 

ral laws, over the unoccupied districts of country || 
1 





west of us, we have a right to insist that colonial 


| establishments, exclusive in their character as re- 
| spects commercial intercourse, shutting out the 


world except the parent State, and dependant on 
distant governments, shall not be planted in our 
neighborhood in violation of the rights of defence- 
I would not make this principle the 
I would 


cerns, and firmly maintained against all infringe- 


Before I dismiss this part of the subject I wish 
to say that | am not unwilling to concede to Great 
Britain some merit for what she has done for con- 
stitutional liberty in the past, nor am I disposed to 
deny that her colonial system may in the end lead 
to results of great value to the cause of civiliza- 
tion. She has, in more than one instance, arrayed 
herself against the progress of arbitrary govern- 
ment in Europe, and asserted principles which lie 
at the very basis ofall free institutions. Through her 
colonial possessions she is disseminating through- 
out the globe the intelligence and the civilization by 


| 





| which she is herself distinguished; and, when the || 
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eer bonds by which her 


| every continent and in every 


| and freedom will be radiated to the darker 
| of the earth. 


| theless, to do her this political justice 
| ately in hand—the California claims, 
of them has been fully shown by the honoral| 
| Senator from Michigan. Jt only remains for me 


| to consider the subject in connection with th 
| ticular topic which I have discussed. 


| much public attention. 


March 29, 


en 
——— en, 
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vast possessions 
eld together shall be rent asunder—a day not de 


tant, perhaps—when the sceptre of her empir 
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n sea will become $0 
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While advocating a de 
sistance to her encroachments, I am w 


Let me now turn to the subject more immed; 


: ‘ ; Paik The pro- 
priety of passing the bill providing for the payment 


e 


e par- 


By the testimony taken before the Commi 
on Military Affairs, it appears— -_ 
1. That Eugenio Macnamara, a Catholi 


ae ¢ priest 
made application to the Government of 


€Xico 


| for a grant of land in Upper California, for the 


establishment of Irish colonies. The first colony 


| was to be established at San Francisco; the see. 


ond at Monterey; and the third at Santa Barbara: 
and the number of colonists was not to be less thay 


| ten thousand. There is no date to the application: 


but other documents show it to have been pre. 
viously to the 19th of January, 1846. 
2. The avowed objects of Macnamara were to 


_ keep the Californias out of the hands of the Ameri- 


cans, who are represented, in his memorial to the 
Mexican Government, as an artful and base ene. 


| my, and as abhorring the people and the religion 


of Mexico. 
I will read to the Senate some extracts from his 


_ original application to the Mexican Government. 
| They will be found in the translation at page 19 of 
| the document containing the testimony taken be- 


fore the Committee on Military Affairs, and in the 
original Spanish at page 77 of the same document: 


«T, Eugenio Macnamara, Catholic priest and apostolical 
missionary, take the liberty of submitting to your Excellency 
some reflections on a subject which at this time attracts 
I allude to the expectations and ac- 
tual condition of Upper California. 

* Jt does not require the gift of prophecy to foresee, that 
within a little time, this fertile country will cease to be an 
integral part of this Republic, unless some prompt and effi- 
cacious measures be adopted to restrain foreign rapacity.” 

* For this reason I propose, with the aid and approbation 
of your Excellency, to carry forward this project, to place 
in Upper California a colony of Irish Catholics. Ihave a 
triple object in making this proposition: I wish, in the first 
place, to advance the cause of Catholicism; in the second, 
to contribute to the happiness of my countrymen; thirdly, 
I desire to put an obstacle in the way of further usurpations 
on the part of an irreligious and anti-Catholic nation. I 
therefore propose to your Excellency that there be conceded 
to me an extent of territory on the coast of Upper California 
for the purpose I have indicated.”’ 


I will also read an extract at page 21 from his 
second application, urging attention to the first. It 
will be found in Spanish at page 79: 

«“ Your Excellency will excuse me, that I take the liberty 


further to demonstrate that no time ought to be lost in this 
important affair, if it is desired to be realized, since your 


| Excellency knows well enough that we are surrounded by 


anartful and base enemy, who loses no means, however low, 
to possess himself of the best territory of this country, and 
who abhors to the death its race and its religion. 

‘If the means which I propose be not speedily adopted, 
your Excellency may be assured that, before another year, 
the Californias will form a part of the American nation. 
Their Catholic institutions will become the prey of the 
Methodist wolves, and the whole country will be inundated 
with the cruel invaders. Whilst I propose the means of 
repelling them, my cc ought to be the more admis- 
sible, inasmuch as [ have no persona! interest in the affair, 
save the progress of the holy religion of God, and the bap- 
piness of my countrymen.” 


The stigmas cast upon us and 7 one of our 
most respectable religious sects, I regard as de- 
signed to minister to the prejudices of Mexico, 
with a view to the accomplishment of his purposes, 
rather than as emanating from a conviction of their 
truth. 

3. The grant to Macnamara, after being sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the Governor of 
California, was made on the 4th of July, 1846, and 
comprised about three thousand square leagues, 
containing, besides the bay of San Francisco, som® 


| of the best lands and some of the most important 
| military and commercial positions in Califorma. 


4. Macnamara was taken to California in a Brit- 
ish sloop of war (the Juno) in June, 1846; a British 
ship of 80 guns, (the Collingwood,) commanded by 
Admiral Seymour, followed-in July, and Macns- 
mara was taken away in her. : 

The extract I am about to read from the affidavit 
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